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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
The Oxnard Harbor District Board of Harbor Commissioners last night approved a five-year Capital Outlay plan totaling more than $21 million as part of the District’s final budget for fiscal year 2007-2008.  According to the Executive Director’s Budget Message, “FY 2007-2008 budget recommendations address the balanced priorities for the Oxnard Harbor District to remain essential to our local economy and vital to our national defense.”  Two significant projects enhancing the military’s capabilities, commercial operations and community recreational opportunities include:

· $13 million for maintenance and improvements to the Harbor that will result in the removal of contaminated materials, enhancement of military and commercial operations and recreational improvements for Hueneme Beach. 
· $4.3 million to complete a Seawall Enhancement Program that will result in the establishment of a new Waterfront Promenade in the City of Port Hueneme. 

Included in the five-year Capital Outlay Plan is a $6.8 million request to the State of California Homeland Security Department as part of the recently passed $100 million Proposition 1B bond issue and $2.5 million for projects requested by the US Navy as part of the Joint Use Agreement between the government of the United States and the Oxnard Harbor District. 

The targeted Navy projects include improvements and repairs to Navy Wharf No. 3 and its related backland, demolition of antiquated structures enhancing and modernizing NBVC’s mobilization capabilities, and improving the primary utility distribution system to the area adjacent to Navy Wharf No. 3.

The Navy-District Joint Use Agreement of 2002 executed by the Government and the Oxnard Harbor District stated that joint use of certain areas of Naval Base Ventura County was in the, “best interest of the Government in order to improve the Navy’s throughput capability for the movement of military supplies and material” while simultaneously facilitating the “interest to facilitate expansion of maritime operations and increase the Port of Hueneme’s economic contribution within the community”.  

Board Vice President Jess Herrera said,”Providing for these Navy projects within the Harbor District’s budget highlights the importance and value of the partnership between the military and the District in finding the best uses for local resources both in times of peace and in times of national need.” 
At the same meeting the Board approved Final Operating Budget for the Port of Hueneme.  This budget forecasts $11.25 million in total operating revenues based on 1,241,024 revenue tons (excluding liquid bulk tonnage) and Operating Expenses estimated to be $7,965,233.  According to the Executive Director’s Budget Message, increases in ocean freight cargo will be driven mainly by existing customers continuing their pattern of growth on vessels already calling at the port.  Improved cargo handling procedures and cargo ‘velocity’ will remain essential to today’s growth pattern.

Raymond E. Fosse member of the District Budget Committee stated,” This is a conservative budget when compared to the recent banner years of above average growth but should not be in any way interpreted as a trend.”  District Commissioners and staff forecast a full recovery of Operating Revenues by the year 2010.
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the Oxnard Harbor District and the 30th consecutive year for the Board of Harbor Commissioners to consider and adopt an Operating/Capital Budget without any need for tax dollars.
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