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	AAPA Says Infrastructure Investments Will Aid Recovery, Create Jobs, Reduce Congestion
Testimony Given To House T&I Committee’s “Investing in Infrastructure” Hearing 

The chief executive of the American Association of Port Authorities (AAPA) on Wednesday submitted written testimony to the U.S. House of Representatives' Transportation and Infrastructure Committee's "Investing in Infrastructure - the Road to Recovery" hearing, stressing that investments in America's transportation infrastructure must be a high national priority because it can play a major role in our nation's economic recovery. 

"Such investments will create jobs and help construction and engineering businesses, small and large, immediately," said AAPA President/CEO Kurt Nagle.  "These investments will also pay dividends in the mid- and longer-term by making the movement of goods more efficient, with less congestion and less air pollution and delivering economic prosperity throughout the country."

The full text of Mr. Nagle's testimony can be seen at http://aapa.files.cms-plus.com/PDFs/TestimonyandInfrastructureSurveyResults08.pdf including a survey AAPA conducted earlier this month with its U.S. port authority members on the immediate needs for infrastructure projects that are planned, designed and permitted.

The American Association of Port Authorities was founded in 1912 and today represents 160 of the leading public port authorities in the United States, Canada, Latin America and the Caribbean. In addition, the Association represents more than 300 sustaining and associate members, firms and individuals with an interest in the seaports of the Western Hemisphere. AAPA port members are public entities mandated by law to serve public purposes. They facilitate waterborne commerce and contribute to local, regional and national economic growth. These ports are gateways to world trade and are critical components to their nation’s economic health, national defense and growing cruise industry. In 2007, commercial seaport and marine cargo operations in the U.S. generated $3.2 trillion of total economic activity and provided jobs for 13.3 million Americans, whose earnings and consumption totaled nearly $650 billion.
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