City, Harbor District declare a truce 
Representatives of council, board agree to cooperate over the Port of Hueneme 

By Tony Biasotti, tbiasotti@VenturaCountyStar.com
March 9, 2007 

After years of off-and-on battles and six months of head-to-head conflict, it took all of an hour this week for the city of Port Hueneme and the Oxnard Harbor District to make peace. 

At 2 p.m. Wednesday, two members of the Port Hueneme City Council and two members of the Board of Harbor Commissioners sat down for a meeting they'd scheduled to try to iron out their differences. By about 3 p.m., the committee members emerged with a statement, drafted on the spot, pledging their commitment to "maximize communication, trust and a spirit of cooperation." 
They also agreed to make their ad-hoc committee a permanent one, with monthly meetings to share information and plan for the future of the city and the Harbor District's Port of Hueneme. 

In doing so, they persuaded the City Council to shelve its attempt to take control of the port by gaining the power to appoint a majority of the Harbor District board. 

On Wednesday night, a few hours after the joint committee reached its accord, the council unanimously endorsed the committee's statement. It will go before the full Board of Harbor Commissioners on Monday. 

The council also decided to ask state Sen. Sheila Kuehl, D-Santa Monica, to abandon a bill that would have changed the Harbor District board from an independent elected body to one with some or all members appointed by the city. Kuehl introduced the bill last month at the council's request. 

"Continuing down that path could have been very counterproductive," Councilman Murray Rosenbluth, a member of the committee, said Thursday. "It could have forever poisoned the relationship between the city and the Harbor District." 

Kuehl said she won't pursue the bill. Legislation was always supposed to be a last resort if the city and the Harbor District couldn't settle things on their own, she said. 

"Sometimes cities use a big stick like us to get somebody's attention, and when they get their attention, people sit down and talk and find out they have a lot more in common than they thought," she said. 

Harbor Commissioner Michael Plisky, also a member of the committee, said the agreement was the result of months of behind-the-scenes work by individual commissioners and council members, as well as City Manager David Norman and Harbor District Executive Director Anthony Taormina. 

"I think it's the beginning of a new partnership between us and the city," Plisky said. "This fighting has been going on for years, and no one wins." 

There was some skepticism over the sudden turnaround at Wednesday night's City Council meeting. Councilwoman Toni Young pointed out that the joint committee met only twice in six months. 

"That's not communication," she said. "Now you think they're going to meet every month?" 

The city and Harbor District have traded countless public barbs and a few lawsuits over the past 25 years. The most recent flare-up was ignited last year when they fought over a piece of property on Hueneme Road owned by John Laing Homes. The Harbor District eventually backed away from the land, and the city's chosen project, a Laing Homes development, is under way.

