Harbor Dredge Update

April 2009

The flurry of activity in the Port of Hueneme tells you something is going on, but until you dig into the details, you have no idea of the complexities involved in harbor dredging.


This monumental task is being taken on for the good of the environment. Three agencies – the Oxnard Harbor District, the US Navy and United States Army Corps of Engineers – are partnering in maintaining the harbor bottom.


The critical environmental challenge in the maintenance dredge was determining what to do with contaminated sediments discovered through the environmental review process which included agricultural pesticide runoff, tributylin an anti-fouling ingredient in ship’s paints for hulls and PCB’s a result of common community runoff. 

Since the maintenance dredging operation began in December of 2008, Phase 1 the excavation of the Confined Aquatic Disposal (CAD) cell has been completed and Phase 2 the dredging of the Navy’s North Harbor is underway. 


Phase 1 involved approximately four weeks of excavating more than 500,000 cubic meters of sand which was used for beach nourishment on Hueneme Beach. Excavation of the CAD cell was initiated in mid-December 2008 and completed ahead of schedule in January of 2009. 

A clamshell bucket is currently being used to load contaminated sediment into a barge. 

Once full, the barge is positioned over the CAD cell and slowly opened, allowing the sediment to drop into the cell’s bottom. Silt curtains are used continuously to enclose the dredging operation protecting water quality within the harbor. 


Water quality within the harbor is routinely monitored during the operation and sediment samples are collected from dredged areas to ensure neighboring sediment surfaces are not contaminated.

This is the status of the Port of Hueneme Maintenance Dredging project: The Navy North Harbor, Wharf 6, Wharf A, Wharf B, Wharf 4 and a portion of U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Hotspot 2 have been dredged. All of these sediments have been successfully placed within the Cad Cell.


The completion of the Harbor Maintenance Dredge is on schedule to be completed in early July 2009. 

Click the link below for the updated Dredging-schedule

http://www.portofhueneme.org/documents/dredging-schedule.pdf
Click the link below for a detailed report of the 
Port of Hueneme Maintenance Dredging

http://www.portofhueneme.org/documents/dredging-update-report.pdf
