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Longshoremen Show They Care for Kids

OXNARD, CA – A group of 17 Oxnard children who are struggling their way through school learned last week that there are people who care about them and their success.

About 20 members of the International Longshoremen Warehouse Union, Local 46, decided to show the students at Nueva Vista School that the community supports them and wants them to stay in school and achieve a better life.

Nueva Vista is the home to 17 “at-promise” youngsters in the 6th, 7th and 8th grades in the Oxnard Elementary School District. Clara Ramos, community outreach coordinator at Nueva Vista, said the students were “overwhelmed” by the kindness and generosity shown to them by the longshoremen. They were treated to lunch at Cabo’s Restaurant by co-owners Arturo Garcia and Pete Spink. The longshoremen went shopping for the students who supplied Christmas gift wish lists, including the items they most wanted: 501 jeans, tennis shoes, music and gift cards.

“It’s amazing, even in these hard times, to have people who are so caring, and doing everything they can to make these children successful,” Ramos said.

Nueva Vista is a temporary stop for students who are struggling in their home school. The idea is to get them back on track and returned to their home school. 

The sister of Jesse Ramirez, an ILWU member and president of the Oxnard Harbor District board of commissioners, requested some help from the longshoremen for the students at Christmas. Their response was overwhelming.

Victor Gallardo, clerk of the union chapter, said the longshoremen collected the wish lists, did the shopping and the wrapping. Mario Franco, vice president of the chapter, shrugged off the effort saying “We’re here to help the community and support the community.” 

Ramirez arranged the lunch at Cabo and invited education and business leaders in the community, including Dr. Anthony Monreal, superintendent of the Oxnard Elementary School District, and Dr. Richard Duran, president of the Oxnard Community College. 

The wide-eyed students were impressed not only with the gifts and the lunch, but the effort made by so many in the community to support them and show them there are great opportunities for those who work hard at school.  

