Port of Hueneme's overflowing cars sent to other storage sites
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Jacob Kriese / Special to The Star New Hyundais are being stored at the recently vacant Cars 101 dealership in Oxnard to make room at the Port of Hueneme.
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More from Local News

· T.O. social services faces loss of federal tenant 

· Some colleges offering reorientation programs to students returning from study abroad 

· Oxnard bond measure for street repairs defended 

New vehicles are spilling into the county as lots overflow at the Port of Hueneme and vehicle processors search for additional — and in some instances cheaper — storage than is available at the port.

For months now, the port has been brimming with vehicles with no place to go in the paralyzed auto industry. Domestic and foreign automakers alike are suffering, reporting industry sales at dismal levels not seen in 26 years. As a result, distributors are moving the cars to storage lots off the port.

The BMW distribution center is storing 100 cars at the Camarillo Airport.

BMW’s distribution manager, Al Cardona, said they’re planning to move 400 there.

“We are basically looking for alternate, more cost effective parking storage facilities,” he said, declining to reveal the cost savings.

The recently vacant Cars 101 dealership lot in Oxnard is now storing Hyundais for Global Auto Processing Services Inc., which processes and distributes Hyundai, Kia, GM and Saab vehicles from a location at the port. 

“This is just some overflow additional property that we lease,” said GAPS’ senior executive vice president, Michael Wynn Song.

Cars 101 holds roughly 3,000 vehicles, Song said, adding that they don’t have that many vehicles parked there.

Cars 101 owner Leo Bunnin said the arrangement was only recently put in place and they have an open-ended agreement “depending on how long they have the need.”

GAPS is also storing Kias at the Stier’s RV Center on Ventura Road off of Auto Center Drive in Ventura. Song said he’s not certain how many vehicles are there now, but said the combined storage at Stier’s and Cars 101 is between 5,000-6,000 vehicles.

GAPS isn’t saving money parking vehicles away from the port, he said, because the cost of transportation offsets the savings. But the port has limited space.

“Trying to get space assignment on the terminal side, depending on what the vessel schedule is, poses challenges sometimes,” Song said, adding that “they do a good job to accommodate everyone the best they can.”

It’s not known if Pacific Vehicle Processors is storing vehicles off the port because a spokesman could not be reached for comment. 

PVP handles Volvo, Mitsubishi, Suzuki and Land Rover vehicles at the port. 

The distributors are moving vehicles to places where they can get long-term leases, said Anthony Taormina, executive director of the Oxnard Harbor District, which oversees the Port of Hueneme.

“We would not want to use our property obviously for that,” he said, “because we would anticipate more cargo coming in and we wouldn’t want to block it with cars that aren’t being moved.” 

Back in November Song was saying GAPS’ parking lots (on 113 acres at the port) were getting full as auto dealerships slowed their requests for inventory. A similar situation is occurring at other ports, like Long Beach, where Mercedes-Benz, Toyota and Nissan asked to lease space from the port there to store vehicles. 

The cars normally would be loaded on trucks within hours of being unloaded from ships. 

GAPS is providing 24/7 security at Cars 101. 

Song pointed out that those vehicles are not for sale there, but will be shuttled back to the base to be processed later.

“Frankly it improves the neighborhood,” he said of the full Cars 101 lot. “Driving down 101, rather than looking at an empty parking lot you look at beautiful new Hyundais. What more can you ask for?”

— The Associated Press contributed to this report.

