Port of Hueneme dredging completed
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More from Local News

· Moorpark eliminates police DARE program from budget
· Italian motorcycles center of Oil Museum exhibit
· IOUs, proposed cuts to education after budget deal fails
The port is a little deeper, the beach a little bigger and local officials say they’re a lot happier after the completion of a one-year, $15 million dredging project at the Port of Hueneme.

With a large barge in the background, Rep. Lois Capps, D-Santa Barbara, praised the joint effort by the Navy, the Army Corps of Engineers and the port to dig out more than 50 years’ worth of accumulated silt to make the deep-water port more accessible and usable.

Capps called the project just the kind of work that can stimulate the local economy by improving the prospect for more commerce to come through the port while also having a positive environmental impact.

“Often, things go unnoticed that are so vital to our economy because they hum along smoothly,” Capps said before handing over certificates of appreciation to members of the Oxnard Harbor District, who oversee the port, as well as officers from the Navy and the Corps of Engineers who were involved in the work.

Along with the dredging project, Capps said she was working with port officials to secure federal stimulus money for wharf improvements to help the area weather the economic downturn.

“We know what an economic engine this is,” the lawmaker said.

Capps also praised the innovative way the Army Corps of Engineers dealt with the sediment — contaminated with harmful chemicals like PCBs and DDT. Over decades, more than 327,000 cubic yards of contaminated sediment built up. By burying it and capping it with sand and gravel, federal officials said the contamination should remain undisturbed for 8,000 years.

It had been almost two decades since some of the commercial wharves operated by the Harbor District have been dredged. The Navy’s berths at the port hadn’t been dredged since 1965. Over the objections of one environmental group, the state Coastal Commission approved the dredging plan last year. Much of the work was done by Mason Construction Corp.

Corps of Engineers district commander Col. Tom Magness said the innovative approach of dealing with contamination may be used when the Corps dredges the harbor at Newport Beach.

He also said that working with Capps, his office has undertaken almost $100 million in harbor, port and river levee work in Ventura, Santa Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties.

The dredging makes the port much more functional, said Anthony Taormina, executive director of the port. Taormina said the agency was poised to apply for about $10 million in stimulus money. That money would go to things like stabilization of the wharves and installation of electrical vaults that would allow ships to power up without having to use their engines, thus having less of an impact on the environment, he said.

