
GRANTS AND PROGRAMS ASSOCIATED WITH THE AMERICAN 
RECOVERY & REINVESTMENT ACT  

(ARRA) 
 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
The ARRA stimulus bill provisions for Ports includes the following programs: 
 

• State Highway Program ($ 27.5 billion) 
• Discretionary Transportation Grants ($ 1.5 billion / $ 300 million California maximum) 
• Port Security Grants ($ 150 million) 
• Corps of Engineers ($ 4.6 billion) 
• Electrification Grants ($ 400 million) 
• Diesel Emissions Reduction ($ 300 million) 
• NOAA ($ 830 million) 

 
The Economic Development Collaborative of Ventura County or EDC-VC has been requested by 
the California Business, Transportation & Housing Agency to assist with the development of a 
Ventura County list of projects to be funded by ARRA.  EDC-VC is working with the county’s 
Cities in developing a list. 
 
The Ventura County Transportation Commission (VCTC)  is compiling a list of transportation 
projects for CALTRANS consisting of a Ventura County list of priority projects to be funded by 
ARRA. 
 
Oxnard Harbor District staff is working with our Washington DC office to review and assess the 
application processes and criteria for the Port-related ARRA projects.  
 
 

SUMMARY 
 
The Executive Director will report on the progress being made in the evaluation of projects 
eligible for funding from ARRA sources for port-related projects. 
 
At the recent EDC-VC meeting, the Executive Director reported that the District would seek 
support for the following projects: 
 

• Discretionary Transportation Grant for an intermodal (port, road and rail project) valued 
at $ 20 million. 

• Port Security Grant for a Fiber Optic Network valued at $ 850,000. 
• Electrification Grant for shore-side power valued at $ 10.7 million. 

 
 
The Discretionary Transportation Grant would be a cooperative effort between the City of 
Oxnard and the Oxnard Harbor District for Wharf Improvements, VCY Railway Crossing 
Improvements and Rice Road Freight Corridor Improvements.  This bundled approach is 
intended meet the criteria set out by the Secretary of Transportation during our recent Washington 
DC meeting. 



 
The Port Security Grant will replace a project scheduled to be completed by the State Proposition 
1 B funding that was suspended by the State.  This construction project is intended to encourage 
short and long term employment opportunities. 
 
The District had a meeting with AECOM Engineering to evaluate the grant application criteria for 
the shore-side power project.  After review of the criteria of the Department Of Energy, it appears 
that the District’s project will not meet the initial round of grant funding.  The staff will continue 
investigating other sources of funding. 

 
 


















