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“An Exciting Day for Clean Air” 

California Energy Commission Funds Port of Hueneme’s 
Blueprint to Become a Zero Emission Hub  

 
[PORT HUENEME, CA – August 24, 2021] – When a blueprint is created, it identifies 
and outlines a plan of action with the big picture in mind. In the case of the Port of 
Hueneme, their “blueprint project” known as SPARC (Sustainable Power Advancement 
& Resiliency for our Community) was created to chart a pathway to zero emission 
operations which is the Port’s overall long-term goal for air quality improvement and 
climate change adaptation. The plan will include an attainable timeline for the complete 
transition to a zero emission Port operation. 
 
“This project will be an essential element in charting the Port’s pathway to a zero-
emission future as part of the Port’s commitment to being a steward of the local 
environment,” said Jason Hodge, Oxnard Harbor District President. “The Port recognizes 
the urgency of addressing the climate crisis facing the globe and is undertaking multiple 
projects to facilitate reducing air pollutant and greenhouse gas emissions from Port 
operations.” 
 

 
The Port of Hueneme’s stevedoring companies currently have three hybrid cranes which are zero emission 
cargo handling equipment to further the Port’s zero emission initiatives. 
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The SPARC Blueprint is funded in part by the California Energy Commission’s Clean 
Transportation Program (formally known as the Alternative and Renewable Fuel and 
Vehicle Technology Program) which invests up to $100 million annually to support 
California communities, increase access to zero-emission vehicle infrastructure, support 
innovation, and accelerate the deployment of advanced transportation and fuel 
technologies.  
 

 
The path to zero emissions: The Port’s Chief Operations Officer Christina Birdsey, CEO & Director Kristin 
Decas, and Commissioner Jess Herrera stand in front of a zero-emission hydrogen fuel-cell truck. 
 
The Port of Hueneme and its partners were awarded a $200,000 grant from the program 
that will be used to quantify the types, uses, and volumes of clean energy fuels needed 
at the Port in the future along with estimated infrastructure costs and timelines. This 
includes steps needed to implement medium- and heavy duty zero-emission vehicles 
(MD/HD/ZEV), trucks, equipment, and marine vessels and their related electric charging 
and/or hydrogen refueling infrastructure.  
 
The Port will collaborate with the Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 
(VCAPCD), BREATHE SoCal, the Coalition for Clean Air, and ZE Advisors on the 
blueprint project. This collaboration will create a roadmap for the Port to implement the 
MD/HD ZEV infrastructure with a strong technical work plan supported by air quality 
agency oversight along with an outreach plan that involves a substantial cadre of 
stakeholders. 

 
The VCAPCD is a government agency providing a full range of air pollution control 
activities, including permitting, facility inspection, air quality attainment planning, 
rulemaking, air quality monitoring, and incentive programs. VCAPCD shares 
responsibility with the California Air Resources Board for ensuring that all state and 
federal air quality standards are achieved and maintained within Ventura County. 
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Two state-of-the-art, all-electric yard tractors (UTRs) were recently acquired by the Port, funded through a 
Zero- and Near Zero-Emission Freight Facilities (ZANZEFF) grant. 
 
“The goal of having this infrastructure plan is to accelerate deployment of zero emission 
medium to heavy duty equipment at the Port using a holistic view of transportation and 
logistics planning with the long-term goal of the Port becoming zero emissions,” said 
Giles Pettifor, Environmental Manager for the Port of Hueneme.  
 
As part of the project, the Port will work with the community to introduce the process and 
technology behind transitioning the Port operations to zero emission fuels and 
equipment as well as receive feedback from the community about this effort.  
 
Brian Sheridan, Development Director for the Coalition for Clean Air (CCA), stated that 
his organization is proud to be a part of the Port’s efforts to create a pathway to zero 
emissions. 
 
“We look forward to working with community members, businesses and policy-makers to 
come up with solutions in pursuit of this ambitious goal,” Sheridan said. “It is truly an 
exciting day for clean air!” 
 
CCA is California’s only statewide organization working exclusively on air-quality issues 
and helped pass legislation to put one million electric vehicles on California’s roads by 
2025. 

“The SPARC Project is an integral step towards obtaining zero emissions throughout the 
goods movement supply chain,” said Kristin Decas, CEO & Port Director. “This project 
will bring partners and experts in clean air initiatives together to make meaningful and 
obtainable plans for significant air quality improvements to the disadvantaged 
communities of the Oxnard Harbor District.” 
 
Continuing forward with its environmental stewardship efforts as the first Port in 
California to get Green Marine Certification, this blueprint is taking the Port of Hueneme 
to the next level on its journey towards decarbonization.  



 

 Page 4 of 4 

 
 

About Us 
The Port of Hueneme is one of the most productive and efficient commercial trade gateways 
for niche cargo on the West Coast. The Port is governed by five locally elected Port 
Commissioners. The Port moves $10.85 billion in goods each year and consistently ranks 
among the top ten U.S. ports for automobiles and fresh produce. Port operations support the 
community by bringing $1.7 billion in economic activity and creating 15,834 trade-related 
jobs. Trade through the Port of Hueneme generates more than $119 million in direct and 
related state and local taxes, which fund vital community services. In 2017, the Port of 
Hueneme became the first port in California to become Green Marine certified. 
www.portofh.org 
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