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1 Final IS/MND 
This Final Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) is being prepared pursuant to the 
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; Division 13, California Public Resources Code [PRC]). This 
Final IS/MND meets CEQA content requirements by including a project description; descriptions of 
the existing environmental setting, potential environmental impacts, and mitigation measures for any 
potentially significant impacts; and discussion of the proposed project’s consistency with plans and 
policies. 

1.1 Proposed Project 
As part of its 2020 Strategic Plan, the Oxnard Harbor District (District) has developed a capital 
planning program to upgrade and modernize Port of Hueneme (Port) facilities to address aging 
infrastructure, accommodate future shore power and electrification, and address current and future 
sea level rise. Capital projects are developed and funded through the Port’s Port Action, Climate, and 
Environment Development (PACED) Program, which provides a strategic approach to modernizing 
the Port while maintaining operations. The proposed project is a key element of the infrastructure 
development envisioned in the District’s 2020 Strategic Plan and is Item C12 of the PACED Program 
to modernize and deepen the North Terminal. 

Under the proposed project, the District proposes to dredge Berths 4 and 5 along Wharf 2 to 
approximately -40 feet mean lower low water (MLLW). This improvement would make the depth at 
the berths consistent with the adjacent navigation channel and Turning Basin, and it would improve 
the depth under keel for vessels accessing the berths. To accommodate the deeper berths, the 
District would also implement structural improvements to Wharf 2 to ensure the stability of the wharf 
with the deeper depths. 

As part of the proposed project, sediment dredged and removed from the berths may be beneficially 
used to nourish Hueneme Beach, either by beach placement or nearshore placement, subject to 
meeting applicable physical and chemical criteria. If dredged sediment is found unsuitable for beach 
nourishment activities, it will be placed in a trench to be excavated in Channel A or at an existing, 
permitted confined aquatic disposal (CAD) site in the harbor. 

1.2 Determination 
Based on the analysis provided in this Final IS/MND, the District finds that the proposed project 
would not have a significant effect on the environment with mitigation incorporated. The IS/MND 
was released and circulated for a 30-day public notice period from February 2 to March 4, 2026. The 
Final IS/MND considers all public comments and includes text edits that clarify or expand upon 
discussions in the Draft IS/MND. Several mitigation measures were modified in the Final IS/MND to 
respond to comments. The District finds that the updated mitigation measures will effectively reduce 
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potential resources impacts and that they will not cause any potentially significant effects on the 
environment. There were no modifications to the document that constitute a significant change or 
significant new information. Therefore, recirculation is not required. 

1.3 Final IS/MND Organization 
This Final IS/MND has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of CEQA (California PRC 
Section 21000 et seq.) and the CEQA Guidelines (California Code of Regulations Section 15000 et 
seq.), and it includes the following: 

• Section 1: An introduction to the Final IS/MND, including the District’s findings 
• Section 2: A summary of public and agency comments received on the Draft IS/MND, 

including details on distribution of the Draft IS/MND and acknowledgement or responses to 
comments received 

• Section 3: Modifications to the Draft IS/MND (none of which affects the impact 
determinations presented in the Draft IS/MND) 

‒ Several mitigation measures from the Draft IS/MND were modified in the Final IS/MND 
to include additional information in response to comments. 

• Section 4: A summary of mitigation measures  
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2 Public and Agency Comments 

2.1 Distribution of the Draft IS/MND 
In accordance with the CEQA Guidelines and statutes, the Draft IS/MND was circulated for the 
minimum period of 30 days for public review and comment. The review period began on 
February 2, 2026, and ended on March 4, 2026, for a total comment period of 30 days. 

The Draft IS/MND was available for review online at: https://www.portofhueneme.org/ceqa-wharf2-
dredging-project/. In addition, the Draft IS/MND was filed with the State Clearinghouse 
(No. 2026020073) and Ventura County Clerk. 

2.2 Comments and Responses on the Draft IS/MND 
During the public review period, responsible agencies and the public had an opportunity to provide 
written comments on the information contained within the Draft IS/MND. These comments and 
responses are included in the record and will be considered by the District during deliberation as to 
whether necessary approvals should be granted for the proposed project. Consistent with 
Section CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(b), prior to approving a project, the District will consider the 
proposed IS/MND together with any comments received during the public review process, and the 
project would only be approved when the District finds that “revisions in the project plans made by, 
or agreed to by, the applicant before the proposed negative declaration and initial study are released 
for public review would avoid the effects or mitigate the effects to a point where clearly no 
significant effect on the environment would occur” and “there is no substantial evidence in light of 
the whole record before the public agency that the project, as revised, may have a significant effect 
on the environment.” 

The District received four comment letters on the proposed project. The following entities submitted 
comment letters: 

• California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) District 7 
• California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
• Ventura County Air Pollution Control District 
• City of Port Hueneme 

The comment letters are included as Appendix A. The District acknowledges the comments included 
with these correspondences. A response was also received from the yak titʸu titʸu yak tiłhini (ytt) 
Northern Chumash Tribe on April 2, 2026, which stated, “Given that this project falls outside our 
traditional homelands, we defer to the sovereign people of Port Hueneme for this and any future 
inquiries regarding their territory.” 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portofhueneme.org%2Fnotice-of-intent-mitigated-negative-declaration-port-of-hueneme-squid-offloading-relocation-project%2F__%3B!!FrB_F07DuJM!N2VFPzh3KoseOi9R6wnvpUFOJ3aAaq8ByziIOpcClaaOGoJiswZEp4R-E_Gvm5nKpOaVx5KOnbJw7PlYTjY%24&data=05%7C02%7Clmdesantis%40anchorqea.com%7Ca6c67a73b10740bb919908de5e951a9e%7C96309e688f854586858598c880511f94%7C0%7C0%7C639052191675523085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H1hn%2B7wntjL%2BjEvQX0%2F8xFsoFz6BdoX8og4tL2%2FKGhk%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.portofhueneme.org%2Fnotice-of-intent-mitigated-negative-declaration-port-of-hueneme-squid-offloading-relocation-project%2F__%3B!!FrB_F07DuJM!N2VFPzh3KoseOi9R6wnvpUFOJ3aAaq8ByziIOpcClaaOGoJiswZEp4R-E_Gvm5nKpOaVx5KOnbJw7PlYTjY%24&data=05%7C02%7Clmdesantis%40anchorqea.com%7Ca6c67a73b10740bb919908de5e951a9e%7C96309e688f854586858598c880511f94%7C0%7C0%7C639052191675523085%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H1hn%2B7wntjL%2BjEvQX0%2F8xFsoFz6BdoX8og4tL2%2FKGhk%3D&reserved=0
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Although CEQA Guidelines Section 15074(b) does not require a lead agency to prepare responses to 
comments received on an IS/MND, the District has elected to prepare detailed responses to 
comments, which are also presented in Appendix A. Comments received did not state or provide 
substantial evidence that the stated concern rose to a level of a significant environmental impact, 
and therefore, the comments received and responses provided herein do not affect the findings 
presented in the Draft IS/MND. 
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3 Modifications to the Recirculated Draft IS/MND 
This section of the Final IS/MND documents changes and additions made to the Draft IS/MND to 
clarify or add information as a result of public comments and updated information related to a 
California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) search (see Section 3.5). All changes are 
clarifications, corrections to text, or additional supporting information; the changes do not represent 
new significant information. Section references included in this section refer to respective items from 
the Draft IS/MND. Only paragraphs wherein text was deleted or added are included in this section. 
Deleted text is marked as strikeout and new text is marked as underlined. The symbol “[…]” denotes 
where text is skipped between other text that contain edits. 

3.1 Section 2 Project Description 
2.4.1.1 Proposed Dredging Methodologies  

Sediment within the dredging footprint would most likely be mechanically dredged and is the 
preferred dredging method for the proposed project. If mechanically dredged, a barge-based 
clamshell would be used to dredge and load the sediment into adjacent barges, as described in 
Section 2.4.1.1.1. Although mechanical dredging is likely because of the proximity to wharf structures, 
hydraulic dredging may also be used depending on contractor selection and sediment conditions. If 
hydraulically dredged, a hydraulic suction cutterhead dredge would be used, with sediment 
conveyed via pipeline to the placement site, as described in Section 2.4.1.1.2. 

2.4.3 Construction Staging, Access, and Schedule  

The proposed project is scheduled to commence in January 2028 and would last approximately 
12 15 months. 

3.2 Section 3.3.1 Aesthetics 
Section 3.3.1.1 Affected Environment 

Section 3.3.1.1.1.3 2045 Port Hueneme General Plan 

The following goal in the existing General Plan (City 2022b) applies to visual resources:   

• Land Use Goal 76: Create a An aesthetically pleasing and efficiently organized city  
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3.3 Section 3.3.3 Air Quality 
Section 3.3.3.3 Impact Evaluation 

b.  Would the project result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant for 
which the project region is a non-attainment under an applicable federal or state ambient air 
quality standard?  

Less-Than-Significant Impact After Mitigation. VCAPCD CEQA Guidelines indicate that 
construction-related emissions are temporary and would cease upon completion of construction 
activities and, as such, are not directly evaluated against numeric significance thresholds. Instead, 
VCAPCD recommends implementation of mitigation for construction projects that generate ROG or 
NOₓ emissions from heavy-duty construction equipment exceeding 25 pounds per day in most areas 
of Ventura County. VCAPCD also recommends fugitive dust control requirements for all construction 
projects. The proposed project would be subject to VCAPCD rules Rule 55 (Fugitive Dust Control) 
and 74.2 (architectural coatings). 

Project construction would generate temporary emissions of criteria pollutants from diesel-powered 
land-based and marine-based construction equipment, tugboats, barges, and haul trucks. As shown 
in Table 5, estimated daily construction emissions of ROG and NOₓ are above the threshold of 
25 pounds per day, resulting in a potentially significant impact.  

In addition, fugitive dust emissions generated during construction have the potential to contribute to 
airborne PM, which is associated with Valley fever (coccidioidomycosis). Although construction-
related fugitive dust can be associated with Valley fever, the project site is a coastal, developed port 
environment dominated by paved surfaces and wet sediments. Dredging and beach placement 
materials would be wet and not conducive to airborne dust generation. Compliance with VCAPCD 
Rule 55 and standard dust control measures would further minimize fugitive dust emissions. 

As noted above, daily construction emissions of ROG and NOₓ are above the threshold of 25 pounds 
per day, which would result in a potentially significant impact. Mitigation measures MM-AQ-1 and 
MM-AQ-2 would be implemented to reduce the impact to below a level of significance: 

• MM-AQ-1: Construction Idling Reductions. The Port will require construction contractors to 
minimize heavy-duty construction idling time to 2 minutes where feasible. Exceptions include 
vehicles that need to idle to perform work (such as a crane providing hydraulic power to the 
boom), vehicles being serviced, or vehicles in a queue waiting for work. This requirement will be 
included as a specification in construction contracts. 

• MM-AQ-2: Use of Clean Equipment and Clean Trucks During Construction. All off-road 
engines less than 50 horsepower used to construct the proposed project will be equipped with 
Tier 2 engines, except for specialized equipment or when Tier 2 engines are not available. All 
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off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment exceeding 50 horsepower used to construct the 
proposed project will be equipped with Tier 4 engines, except for specialized equipment or when 
Tier 4 engines are not available. In place of Tier 4 engines for equipment exceeding 50 
horsepower, off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment will incorporate retrofits such that 
emission reductions achieved equal or exceed that of a Tier 4 engine. In addition, all heavy-duty 
on-road trucks used during construction shall be model year 2014 or newer, with a preference 
for zero-emission trucks where available. Assuming availability and capacity to meet the 
project’s schedule and scope, the contractor shall use the least-emitting dredger permitted by 
VCAPCD (i.e., the cleanest permitted equipment) to ensure that construction emissions are 
reduced to the greatest extent feasible. These requirements will be included as specifications in 
construction contracts.  

MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 would reduce emissions, as shown in Table 5. However, as explained 
below, CalEEMod (the air modeling program used to quantify emissions) does not capture all 
benefits, and emission reductions are likely greater due to limitations with the modeling program. 

Table 5  
Maximum Mitigated Daily Construction Emissions (Pounds per Day) 

Year Source Category ROG NOx CO SO2 PM10 PM2.5 

2028 

Landside Equipment 1.5 6.4 7.6 0.014 0.18 0.13 

Landside Trucks 0.16 0.35 2.1 0.0011 0.57 0.14 

Marine-Side Vessels 1.7 33 5.4 0.037 0.87 0.85 

2029 

Landside Equipment 1.4 6.3 7.6 0.014 0.12 0.11 

Landside Trucks 0.26 0.64 3.6 0.0019 1.1 0.27 

Marine-Side Vessels 9.4 180 29 0.20 4.7 4.6 
Notes:  
The maximum daily construction emissions for 2029 include the overlap between the final phase of wharf repair and dredging. 
Only reductions from MM-AQ-2 associated with Tier 4 equipment were included. 
 

CalEEMod does not quantify reductions from imposing an idling restriction; therefore, emission 
reductions were not quantified but would be reduced. In addition, CalEEMod does not quantify 
reductions associated with model year restrictions, so no reductions are reflected for truck emissions. 
For >50 horsepower equipment (e.g., drill rigs and forklifts), Tier 4 factors are lower than calendar 
year factors, and emission reductions are commensurate.  

Given the temporary nature of construction emissions, with implementation of mitigation measures 
MM-AQ-1 and MM-AQ-2 and applicable emission and dust control measures, and due to the limited 
potential for dust generation at the project site, the proposed project would not result in a 
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cumulatively considerable net increase of criteria pollutants. Accordingly, impacts would be less than 
significant with mitigation. 

3.4 Section 3.3.4 Biological Resources 
3.3.4.3 Impact Evaluation 

a. Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat 
modifications, on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status species in local 
or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service? 

Less-Than-Significant Impact After Mitigation. The proposed project includes dredging, wharf 
improvements, and placement of sediment within Channel A, within the existing CAD site, or in the 
nearshore/beach environment at Hueneme Beach. The following paragraphs discuss of the potential 
effects of the proposed project on special-status species. 

[…] 

Dredged material placement impacts to fish are similar to those caused from the dredging activity 
and would not have significant impacts on fish. For dredged material placed on Hueneme Beach, surf 
zone fish would be subjected to increased turbidity and sediment deposition. Fish in the surf zone 
contend with a high energy environment that is daily and seasonally variable with respect to habitat 
conditions. Overall, dredged material placement at all proposed placement sites is likely to have 
minimal disturbance due to increased turbidity and suspended sediment. Dredged material 
placement is not anticipated to cover any sensitive marine habitats, and is unlikely to affect EFH as a 
whole. Accordingly, impacts to EFH would be temporary and localized, and they would not adversely 
affect EFH functions for spawning, feeding, or growth to maturity. 

As noted in Section 2.4.1.1, mechanical dredging is the preferred dredging method, but hydraulic 
dredging may also be used. The District will include the following conditions as part of construction 
contracts to avoid and minimize impacts on fish such that impacts remain less than significant. 

If hydraulic dredging is employed for any part of the project, the contract shall implement the 
following:  

• Limit all priming, clearing, and pumping of water within 3 feet of the bottom to minimize 
impacts on fish. 

• Limit priming and clearing to no more than 5 minutes. 
• Monitor intakes so that they maintain contact with the harbor floor during dredging. 
• Use fish screens on all water intakes as feasible. Water intakes include intakes for re-slurring 

dredged material at processing sites. Screens should be visually inspected following each 
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dredge event to verify screen integrity and remove impinged debris. If the screen is found to 
be damaged, the screen should be repaired or replaced prior to continuing operations. 

[…] 

MM-BIO-1: Nesting Bird Survey. To avoid potential impacts on nesting marine-dependent birds 
during direct placement of sediment on Hueneme Beach between February 15th and September 15th, a 
qualified biologist shall perform a marine-dependent nesting bird survey within 500 feet of the 
noise-generating activity 1 week prior within 3 days prior to the start of construction utilizing heavy 
equipment. 

If the survey identifies nesting birds within 500 feet of the noise-generating activity, qualified biologists 
shall notify the construction manager and monitor active nests. a 500-foot no-work buffer will be 
established between placement activities and the nest to prevent disruption of nesting behavior. The 
qualified biologist should delineate the buffer with temporary fencing, and it should remain in place for 
the duration of placement. If, based on the judgment of the biologist, construction activities may result 
in impacts to nesting marine-dependent birds, construction activities will be modified or temporarily 
paused until fledging has occurred the young have fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents, 
have left the nest, and will no longer be negatively impacted by the project.  

[…] 

MM-BIO-3: On-Site Qualified Monitor. Prior to and during in-water construction activities, a 
qualified professional shall monitor dredging and pile driving activities to avoid potential impacts on 
marine mammals and avian species in the project area. The monitor must observe an impact radius 
around the project construction areas to ensure that sensitive marine species (i.e., marine mammals, 
birds, fish) are not present. The monitor must have experience in the Southern California marine 
environment and be adequately trained. 

The monitor must observe an impact radius around the project construction areas to ensure that 
sensitive marine species (i.e., marine mammals, birds, and fish) are not present; the impact radius is 
based on a previously developed underwater exclusion zone as a designated focus area for species 
protection to allow animals to evacuate the area prior to commencement of construction activities. The 
impact radius shall be established by determining the largest zone of influence associated with in-water 
construction activities occurring that workday. 

Pile driving activities should not occur while marine mammals or sea turtles are present within the 
exclusion zone. 
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Monitoring of marine mammals and sea turtles by an experienced observer immediately prior to and 
during all construction activities that have the potential to impact marine mammals and sea turtles is 
required. 

MM-BIO-4: Employ “Soft-Start” Techniques During Impact Pile Driving. During construction, the 
Port will implement soft-start techniques for impact pile driving, which is industry standard and will be 
required per regulatory permits. In addition, where feasible, wood or similar cushion blocks will be used 
between the pile and hammer during all impact pile driving. 

MM-BIO-5: California Grunion Spawning Survey. Prior to initiating direct placement of sand at 
Hueneme Beach, the proposed placement area will be surveyed to determine whether California grunion 
are present and spawning during predicted run and egg incubation periods identified by CDFW. 

If grunion spawning is found to occur within the placement area, work in that area below the mean 
high tide line will not be conducted until after the grunion eggs have hatched (2 weeks).   

The locations of the spawning run will be marked physically and/or by Global Positioning System 
locations. The density of the grunion throughout the area will be noted using the Walker Scale.  

Placement activities will avoid the spawning area and a 50‐foot buffer used to avoid impacting any 
spawning areas adjacent to the sediment placement sites.   

Grunion monitoring will be conducted by a qualified biologist for 30 minutes prior to and 2 hours 
following the predicted start of each spawning event. If more than 100 fish are reported, then 
avoidance and minimization measures will be implemented, such as rescheduling placement activities. 

3.5 Section 3.3.5 Cultural Resources 
3.3.5.1 Affected Environment 

According to a search of the California Historical Resources Information System (CHRIS) conducted in 
2015, there is one recorded cultural resource within the project area, several shipwrecks with 
unknown locations, and one historic built environment resource. There are four additional previously 
recorded cultural resources within a 300-foot radius. Twenty-eight Eighteen cultural resource surveys 
have been conducted within 0.5a 300-foot radius mile of the project area, with two including 
14 surveys being within the project area. Notably, iIn 2008, the USACE in conjunction with the 
U.S. Navy conducted a cultural resources assessment for maintenance dredging within the project 
area (USACE and Navy 2008). Prior to that in 1994, the USACE undertook an underwater remote 
sensing survey associated with dredged material redistribution (USACE 1994). 

The only archaeological site (CA-VEN-663) within the project area was reported by Van Valkenberg in 
1933, prior to the initial construction of the harbor, and revisited in 1979, when it was described as a 
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destroyed prehistoric habitation debris site; other sources characterize the site as a shell midden 
(Trinomial CAVEN-663; Pumphrey 2010). Subsequent investigations and reports indicate that the site 
was substantially disturbed or destroyed during dredge work in the project area (William Self 
Associates 1995; Grossgold 2003). 

3.6 Section 3.3.13 Noise 
3.3.13.2 Impact Evaluation 

a. Would the project result in generation of a substantial temporary or permanent increase in 
ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the local 
general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other agencies? 

[…] 

Table 11 shows that the model indicates that the highest combined construction noise levels would 
be a Lmax of 68 dBA at 650 feet from the project site (the closest distance to a non-mobile sensitive 
receptor), with a corresponding Leq of 61.7 dBA. These levels would occur during pile driving 
activities associated with the sheet pile wall and fender pile installation phases. These noise levels 
from wharf improvements would be temporary and intermittent, and they would occur during 
allowable daytime construction hours. All pile driving under the proposed project would be restricted 
to between 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays, as requested by the City.  

Section 3.3.17 Transportation  

3.3.17.3 Project Trips During Construction 

Except for the initial mobilization and final demobilization of construction equipment at the start of 
construction and its removal at the end of construction, construction of the proposed project would 
result in limited temporary effects on local roadways to and from the Port. During the most intensive 
construction phase, up to 20 construction workers are anticipated on site per day, resulting in 
approximately 40 daily vehicle trips (one inbound and one outbound trip per worker). On average, 
construction employment would be lower, with approximately 10 workers per day, or 20 daily vehicle 
trips. Sediment placement activities are included in these estimates and would not generate 
additional workers or vehicle trips beyond what is described herein. No trucks would be used to 
access Hueneme Beach if that location is selected for beach nourishment. Dredged placement would 
occur through direct or offshore placement either by scow or pipeline depending on the chosen 
dredging method. 

Construction-related truck traffic would also be limited and intermittent. Material deliveries would 
include approximately 20 truck trips for Seaflex fender piles, 10 truck trips for steel walers and 
chocks, 17 truck trips for fender bumpers, and 10 truck trips for concrete deliveries, resulting in a 
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total of approximately 57 material delivery truck trips over the duration of construction. In addition, 
debris removal is expected to average approximately one haul truck trip per week, with a peak of up 
to one haul truck per day during debris-intensive activities. As part of construction contracts, the 
District will require Class 7 and higher trucks to, where feasible as part of the project schedule, 
restrict travel to off-peak hours. In addition, construction truck loads should be covered with a 
tarpaulin cover. 

Construction workers would park on site north of Wharf 2, and no off-site parking or shuttle trips 
would be required. Most construction activities, including all transport of construction materials and 
spoils on City streets, would occur during standard daytime hours (8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday 
through Saturday), with a single phase (dredging and knockdown activities) requiring 24-hour 
operations, 7 days per week, excluding holidays, unless approved by the District. All construction 
haul trucks would access the project site via the designated haul route, approved by the District, 
connecting to US-101. Overall, construction-related traffic volumes would be temporary, low in 
intensity, and would not substantially affect roadway operations in the project vicinity. 
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4 Summary of Mitigation Measures 
Table 1 presents the mitigation measures that would be incorporated as part of proposed project 
approval through the Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program. 

Table 1  
Final Mitigation Measures 

Mitigation Measure 

MM-AQ-1: Construction Idling Reductions. The Port will require construction contractors to minimize 
heavy-duty construction idling time to 2 minutes where feasible. Exceptions include vehicles that need to idle to 
perform work (such as a crane providing hydraulic power to the boom), vehicles being serviced, or vehicles in a 
queue waiting for work. This requirement will be included as a specification in construction contracts. 

MM-AQ-2: Use of Clean Equipment and Clean Trucks During Construction. All off-road engines less than 
50 horsepower used to construct the proposed project will be equipped with Tier 2 engines, except for specialized 
equipment or when Tier 2 engines are not available. All off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment exceeding 
50 horsepower used to construct the proposed project will be equipped with Tier 4 engines, except for specialized 
equipment or when Tier 4 engines are not available. In place of Tier 4 engines for equipment exceeding 
50 horsepower, off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment will incorporate retrofits such that emission reductions 
achieved equal or exceed that of a Tier 4 engine. In addition, all heavy-duty on-road trucks used during 
construction shall be model year 2014 or newer, with a preference for zero-emission trucks where available. 
Assuming availability and capacity to meet the project’s schedule and scope, the contractor shall use the 
least-emitting dredger permitted by VCAPCD (i.e., the cleanest permitted equipment) to ensure that construction 
emissions are reduced to the greatest extent feasible. These requirements will be included as specifications in 
construction contracts.   

MM-BIO-1: Nesting Bird Survey. To avoid potential impacts on nesting marine-dependent birds during direct 
placement of sediment on Hueneme Beach between February 15th and September 15th, a qualified biologist shall 
perform a marine-dependent nesting bird survey within 500 feet of the noise-generating activity within 3 days 
prior to the start of construction utilizing heavy equipment. 
If the survey identifies nesting birds within 500 feet of the noise-generating activity, qualified biologists shall notify 
the construction manager, and a 500-foot no-work buffer will be established between placement activities and the 
nest to prevent disruption of nesting behavior. The qualified biologist should delineate the buffer with temporary 
fencing, and it should remain in place for the duration of placement. If, based on the judgment of the biologist, 
construction activities may result in impacts to nesting marine-dependent birds, construction activities will be 
modified or temporarily paused until the young have fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents, have left the 
nest, and will no longer be negatively impacted by the project.  

MM-BIO-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Program. Prior to the initiation of any in-water project activities, 
all personnel associated with the proposed project shall attend a worker environmental awareness training 
program (program) with content developed by a qualified biologist regarding sensitive marine and avian species in 
the project area, including but not limited to California least tern and western snowy plover, their habitat 
preference(s), law and regulations, as well as potential impacts and protection measures, and project work area 
limits. 
Protections and regulations for federally-listed species will be included in the program. A copy of the training 
program will be distributed to all contractors, employers, and other personnel involved during in-water 
construction activities. Specifically, the program will include the following: 

1. Measures to prevent indirect impacts to biological resources during in-water construction activities, 
including dredging, demolition, and pile driving as they relate to the protection of adjacent aquatic habitat. 
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Mitigation Measure 
2. Training materials shall include laws and regulations that protect federally-listed species and their habitats, 

the consequences of non-compliance with laws and regulations, and a contact person (i.e., biological 
monitor and District project manager) in the event that protected biological resources are affected. 

3. The District or its contractors should notify the qualified biologist in advance of the kick-off meeting and any 
subsequent meetings that may take place if additional contractors are employed during additional in-water 
construction activities. A sign-in sheet will be circulated for signatures to all personnel that attend the 
workers’ educational training to confirm that program materials were received and that they understand 
information presented. 

MM-BIO-3: On-Site Qualified Monitor. Prior to and during in-water construction activities, a qualified 
professional shall monitor dredging and pile driving activities to avoid potential impacts on marine mammals and 
avian species in the project area. The monitor must have experience in the Southern California marine environment 
and be adequately trained. 
The monitor must observe an impact radius around the project construction areas to ensure that sensitive marine 
species (i.e., marine mammals, birds, and fish) are not present; the impact radius is based on a previously 
developed underwater exclusion zone as a designated focus area for species protection to allow animals to 
evacuate the area prior to commencement of construction activities. The impact radius shall be established by 
determining the largest zone of influence associated with in-water construction activities occurring that workday. 
Pile driving activities should not occur while marine mammals or sea turtles are present within the exclusion zone. 
Monitoring of marine mammals and sea turtles by an experienced observer will occur immediately prior to and 
during all construction activities that have the potential to impact marine mammals and sea turtles is required. 

MM-BIO-4: Employ “Soft-Start” Techniques During Impact Pile Driving. During construction, the Port will 
implement soft-start techniques for impact pile driving, which is industry standard and will be required per 
regulatory permits. In addition, where feasible, wood or similar cushion blocks will be used between the pile and 
hammer during all impact pile driving. 

MM-BIO-5: California Grunion Spawning Survey. Prior to initiating direct placement of sand at Hueneme Beach, 
the proposed placement area will be surveyed to determine whether California grunion are present and spawning 
during predicted run and egg incubation periods identified by CDFW. 
If grunion spawning is found to occur within the placement area, work in that area below the mean high tide line 
will not be conducted until after the grunion eggs have hatched (2 weeks).  
The locations of the spawning run will be marked physically and/or by Global Positioning System locations. The 
density of the grunion throughout the area will be noted using the Walker Scale.  
Placement activities will avoid the spawning area and a 50‐foot buffer used to avoid impacting any spawning areas 
adjacent to the sediment placement sites. 
Grunion monitoring will be conducted by a qualified biologist for 30 minutes prior to and 2 hours following the 
predicted start of each spawning event. If more than 100 fish are reported, then avoidance and minimization 
measures will be implemented, such as rescheduling placement activities. 

MM-CUL-1: Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources Inadvertent Discovery Procedures. In the event that 
previously unidentified cultural resources, Tribal Cultural Resources (as defined in Public Resources Code 
Section 21074), or human remains are encountered during ground-disturbing or in-water construction activities, all 
work shall cease immediately within 10 meters (30 feet) of the discovery. Construction may continue in other areas 
away from the discovery location. 
• A qualified archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications Standards shall be 

retained by the Port to evaluate the discovery and determine its significance pursuant to CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15064.5. 

• If the resource is determined to be a Tribal Cultural Resource, the Port shall notify the appropriate California 
Native American Tribe(s) and engage in consultation in accordance with Assembly Bill 52. Consultation shall 
be conducted for the purpose of determining appropriate treatment measures, which may include avoidance, 
preservation in place, or other culturally appropriate measures identified in consultation with the Tribe(s). 
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Mitigation Measure 
• If human remains are discovered, the Ventura County Coroner shall be notified immediately in accordance 

with California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5. If the Coroner determines that the remains are Native 
American, the Coroner shall notify the Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which shall designate a 
Most Likely Descendant (MLD). Treatment of the remains and any associated grave goods shall be carried out 
in accordance with the recommendations of the MLD pursuant to Public Resources Code Section 5097.98. 

• Construction activities within the discovery area shall not resume until the evaluation is complete and any 
required treatment measures have been implemented. 

Project Conditions: The following measures, while not required for mitigation, will be added to 
construction contracts. The District will include the following conditions as part of construction contracts: 
• All pile driving under the proposed project would be restricted to 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays as 

requested by the City. 
• If hydraulic dredging is employed for any part of the project, the contract shall:  

‒ Limit all priming, clearing, and pumping of water within three feet of the bottom to minimize impacts on 
fish. 

‒ Limit priming and clearing to no more than 5 minutes. 
‒ Monitor intakes so that they maintain contact with the harbor floor during dredging. 
‒ Use fish screens on all water intakes as feasible. Water intakes include intakes for re-slurring dredged 

material at processing sites. Screens should be visually inspected following each dredge event to verify 
screen integrity and remove impinged debris. If the screen is found to be damaged, the screen should be 
repaired or replaced prior to continuing operations. 
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Response to Comments: Port of Hueneme North Terminal Berth Deepening and Wharf 2 
Improvements Project Draft Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration 

California Department of Transportation (Caltrans) 
Comment 

Code Comment Response 

Caltrans-1 The proposed project is not anticipated to change existing vehicle cargo 
throughput and therefore will not result in an increase in operational 
vehicle trips or VMT. However, during the most intensive construction 
phase, up to 20 construction workers are anticipated to be on site per 
day which will result in approximately 40 daily vehicle trips (one 
inbound and one outbound trip per worker). On average, construction 
employment will be approximately 10 workers per day, or 20 daily 
vehicle trips. Construction would cause limited, temporary effects on 
local roadways to and from the Port via designated haul route 
connecting to US-101 located approximately 7.7 miles from Project Site. 
Most construction activities would occur during standard daytime hours 
(8:00 am to 6:00 pm, Monday-Saturday). One phase (dredging and 
knockdown) would require 24-hour operations, excluding holidays 
unless approved. 

The comment is correct; the proposed project would not result in 
operational changes. Except for the initial mobilization and final 
demobilization of construction equipment at the start of construction 
and its removal at the end of construction, construction of the proposed 
project would result in limited temporary effects on local roadways to 
and from the Port of Hueneme (Port). During the most intensive 
construction period, up to 20 construction workers are anticipated on 
site per day, resulting in approximately 40 daily vehicle trips (one 
inbound trip and one outbound trip per worker). On average, however, 
construction employment would be lower, with approximately 
10 workers per day, or 20 daily vehicle trips. Sediment placement 
activities are included in these estimates and would not generate 
additional workers or vehicle trips beyond what is described herein. 
Construction-related truck traffic would also be limited and intermittent. 
Material deliveries would include approximately 20 truck trips for 
Seaflex fender piles, 10 truck trips for steel walers and chocks, 17 truck 
trips for fender bumpers, and 10 truck trips for concrete deliveries, 
resulting in a total of approximately 57 material delivery truck trips over 
the duration of construction. In addition, debris removal is expected to 
average approximately one haul truck trip per week, with a peak of up 
to one haul truck per day during debris-intensive activities. 

Caltrans-2 All construction haul vehicles accessing the State Highway System must 
use routes approved by Caltrans. Any transportation of heavy 
construction equipment and/or materials which requires use of 
oversized-transport vehicles on State highways will require a Caltrans 
transportation permit. We recommend large size truck trips be limited to 
off-peak commute periods for the construction phase and operation 
phase. Construction truck loads should be covered with a tarpaulin cover.  
 

As noted in the Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND), all 
construction haul trucks would access the project site via the designated 
haul route, approved by the Oxnard Harbor District (District), connecting 
to US-101. Construction-related traffic volumes would be temporary, low 
in intensity, and would not substantially affect roadway operations in the 
project vicinity; therefore, there are no expected impacts from 
construction-related traffic on the State Highway System. The District 
requires that all contractors follow all applicable rules and regulations.  
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Comment 
Code Comment Response 

 
  

Although not required based on less-than-significant impacts, the 
following project conditions will be added to construction contracts in 
deference to Caltrans:  
As part of construction contracts, the District will require Class 7 and 
higher trucks to, where feasible as part of the project schedule, restrict 
travel to off-peak hours. In addition, construction truck loads should be 
covered with a tarpaulin cover. 

Caltrans-3 The applicant shall ensure that construction-related traffic does not 
adversely impact operations on the State Highway System. All 
temporary traffic control within or affecting state highways shall comply 
with the most current edition of the California Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (CA MUTCD) and Caltrans standards. The 
applicant shall ensure that public safety and mobility are maintained 
during construction.  

As noted in the IS/MND, there are no expected impacts from 
construction-related traffic on the State Highway System. However, the 
District requires safe operations as part of standard construction 
contracts.  

 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) 
Comment 

Code Comment Response 

CDFW-1 The IS/MND states, “mechanical dredging is likely because of the 
proximity to wharf structures, hydraulic dredging may also be used 
depending on contractor selection and sediment conditions.” The 
Department understands the necessity of dredging to allow for vessel 
docking at Wharf 2; however, it recommends against the use of a 
hydraulic dredge and recommends using mechanical dredging to the 
greatest extent feasible. This recommendation is due to the significant 
impacts it could have on sensitive aquatic species, as numerous studies 
have demonstrated entrainment of fish during hydraulic dredging 
operations ((Mari-Gold Environmental Consulting and Novo Aquatic 
Sciences 2015) 
 
Recommendations: If a hydraulic dredge method is utilized, the 
Department recommends implementation of the following mitigation 
and monitoring measures to reduce impacts: 

As noted in the IS/MND, although mechanical dredging is likely because 
of the proximity to wharf structures, hydraulic dredging may also be 
used depending on contractor selection and sediment conditions. The 
IS/MND will be revised to clarify that mechanical dredging is preferred. 
However, the use of hydraulic dredgers would not result in a significant 
impact because the dredging location within the harbor does not 
support favorable habitat for fish species in general or for sensitive 
marine species. Although there may be limited entrapment of small fish, 
any entrapment would not result in a significant impact due to the 
limited area of dredging in a highly disturbed berth footprint.  
 
The District will include the following conditions as part of construction 
contracts to ensure that impacts remain less than significant:    
If hydraulic dredging is employed for any part of the project, the 
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•Limit all priming, clearing, and pumping of water within three feet of 
the bottom to minimize impacts on fish. 
•Limit priming and clearing to no more than five minutes. 
•Monitor intakes so that they maintain contact with the harbor floor 
during dredging. 
•Use fish screens on all water intakes as feasible. Water intakes include 
intakes for re-slurrying dredged material at processing sites. Screens 
should be visually inspected following each dredge event to verify 
screen integrity and remove impinged debris. If the screen is found to 
be damaged, the screen should be repaired or replaced prior to 
continuing operations. 

contractor shall implement the following:  
• Limit all priming, clearing, and pumping of water within 3 feet 

of the bottom to minimize impacts on fish. 
• Limit priming and clearing to no more than 5 minutes. 
• Monitor intakes so that they maintain contact with the harbor 

floor during dredging. 
• Use fish screens on all water intakes as feasible. Water intakes 

include intakes for re-slurring dredged material at processing 
sites. Screens should be visually inspected following each dredge 
event to verify screen integrity and remove impinged debris. If 
the screen is found to be damaged, the screen should be 
repaired or replaced prior to continuing operations. 

 
These conditions have been added to the Final IS/MND.  

CDFW-2 Dredged sediment from Berths 4 and 5 are proposed to be placed/ 
beneficially reused at Hueneme Beach, immediately adjacent to and just 
south of the Port of Hueneme entrance. Sensitive costal species use the 
beach, including California grunion (Leuresthes tenuis). Grunion are an 
ecologically, recreationally, and culturally important species in southern 
California, and an important prey species for numerous marine species. 
Grunion are vulnerable to disturbance from beach placement projects 
within the intertidal and nearshore during their reproductive cycle 
because they spawn and bury their eggs within the upper intertidal. 
Grunion have the potential to spawn from March through August. Direct 
impacts from placement activities could include crushing incubating eggs 
from driving heavy equipment within egg nests and burying incubating 
eggs from movement of sand. Other special-status wildlife species that 
may use the beach and adjacent foredunes include, Western snowy 
plover (Charadrius nivosus nivosus) and California least tern (Sternula 
antillarum browni). These species are also sensitive to disturbance from 
placement activities and may be impacted directly by harming nests and 
eggs, degrading or reducing nesting habitat, disturbing adult birds, and 
altering prey availability, negatively affecting reproductive success. The 
IS/MND does not include the potential sediment placement timing, or 
potential sediment placement area(s) on Hueneme Beach. 

As discussed in the Draft IS/MND, beach nourishment is one of the 
proposed methods to manage dredged material. As noted in 
Section 2.1.4.1.2, the proposed placement site at Hueneme Beach would 
be adjacent to the entrance to the Port. This area of the beach suffers 
chronic erosion and may go for years without a dry beach at mean and 
high tides. The beach is regularly nourished with sediment hydraulically 
dredged from Channel Islands Harbor by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE).  
 
The IS/MND addressed the potential for dredged material placement at 
Hueneme Beach to affect special-status species including California 
grunion, western snowy plover, and California least tern.  
 
As discussed in the IS/MND, although California grunion may be 
present at the Hueneme Beach dredged material placement site during 
the spawning season, suitable spawning substrate will be limited or 
absent at the site due to chronic erosion and frequent sediment 
reworking. Although California grunion would not likely be present at 
Hueneme Beach, the District included MM-BIO-5 (pre-construction 
grunion surveys) as part of the IS/MND to make sure impacts would 
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Comment 
Code Comment Response 

remain less than significant.  
 
Regarding western snowy plover, as noted in the IS/MND, although 
Hueneme Beach is included within the mapped federally designated 
habitat for western snowy plover, this species is not known to nest or 
regularly forage on Hueneme Beach. The most recent sightings 
occurred in 2025 at Ormond Beach, approximately 1.5 miles southwest 
of Hueneme Beach. 
 
Regarding California least terns, as discussed in the IS/MND, Hueneme 
Beach has a low potential for nesting habitat. Similar to grunion, the 
District included MM-BIO-1 (pre-construction nesting bird surveys) to 
make sure impacts would remain less than significant. 
 
Because of the extremely ephemeral nature of the beach, it does not 
support habitat for nesting birds or spawning grunion. Therefore, the 
timing of beach placement would not be dependent on these species, 
nor were any other protected or sensitive species found to be 
potentially affected by beach nourishment.  

CDFW-3 If dredged sediment is determined suitable for beach  placement, the 
Department recommends limiting placement activities to an October 
through February time period. This timing would avoid the California 
grunion spawning season (March through August), the Western snowy 
plover nesting season (March through mid-September), and the 
California least tern nesting season (April through mid-September), 
thereby minimizing potential disturbance to spawning and breeding 
activities and reducing the risk of direct impacts to eggs,  nests, and 
dependent young. 

Please see the response to comment CDFW-2. Because placement of 
sand to nourish the beach would not affect California grunion, western 
snowy plover, or California least tern, it is not necessary to restrict work 
to October through February. Requiring work to be completed between 
October and February may make marine construction more difficult and 
potentially dangerous due to winter storms, swells, and wind. Therefore, 
no changes are required to the IS/MND.  

CDFW-4 If placement activities are not limited to the proposed October through 
February time period the Department recommends the following 
minimization measures be implemented:   
Grunion - If beach placement activities do occur during grunion 
spawning season and the proposed beach placement site is considered 
suitable for  grunion spawning, the Department recommends that 

Although not required per responses to CDFW-2 and CDFW-3, 
MM-BIO-5 will be amended to incorporate the recommendations 
provided by the CDFW to further reduce any potential for impacts. 
MM-BIO-5 has been modified as follows in the Final IS/MND:  
MM-BIO-5: California Grunion Spawning Survey. Prior to initiating 
direct placement of sand at Hueneme Beach, the proposed placement 
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mitigation measure MM BIO-5: California Grunion Spawning Survey in 
the IS/MND include the following  conditions: If grunion spawning 
occurs within the placement area, work in that area below  the mean 
high tide line should not be conducted until after the grunion eggs 
have hatched (2 weeks).   
• The locations of the spawning run should be marked physically and/or 
by Global Positioning System locations. The density of the grunion 
throughout  the area should be noted using the Walker Scale.  
• Placement activities should avoid the spawning area and a 50‐foot 
buffer used to avoid impacting any spawning areas adjacent to the 
sediment placement sites.   
• Grunion monitoring should be conducted by a qualified biologist for 
30 minutes prior to and two hours following the predicted start of each 
spawning event. If more than 100 fish are reported, then avoidance and 
minimization measures should be implemented, such as rescheduling 
placement activities.  

area will be surveyed to determine whether California grunion are 
present and spawning during predicted run and egg incubation periods 
identified by CDFW. 
  
If grunion spawning is found to occur within the placement area, work in 
that area below the mean high tide line will not be conducted until after 
the grunion eggs have hatched (2 weeks).   
 
The locations of the spawning run will be marked physically and/or by 
Global Positioning System locations. The density of the grunion 
throughout the area will be noted using the Walker Scale.  
 
Placement activities will avoid the spawning area and a 50‐foot buffer 
used to avoid impacting any spawning areas adjacent to the sediment 
placement sites.   
 
Grunion monitoring will be conducted by a qualified biologist for 30 
minutes prior to and 2 hours following the predicted start of each 
spawning event. If more than 100 fish are reported, then avoidance and 
minimization measures will be implemented, such as rescheduling 
placement activities. 

CDFW-5 Nesting Birds - If beach nourishment activities do occur during Western 
snowy plover and California least tern nesting seasons, the Department 
recommends  
that the mitigation measure MM-BIO-1: Nesting Bird Survey in the 
IS/MND include the following conditions:  
• A qualified biologist with experience in conducting nesting bird 
surveys should perform a survey within three days prior to placement 
activities, rather than the one-week period currently specified in the 
IS/MND.  
• When an active nest is identified, a 500-foot no-work buffer should be 
established between placement activities and the nest to prevent 
disruption of nesting behavior. The qualified biologist should delineate 
the buffer with temporary fencing, and it should remain in place for the 
duration of placement  

Although not required per responses to CDFW-2 and CDFW-3, 
MM-BIO-1 will be amended to incorporate the recommendations 
provided by CDFW to further reduce any potential for impacts. 
MM-BIO-1 has been modified as follows in the Final IS/MND: 
MM-BIO-1: Nesting Bird Survey. To avoid potential impacts on nesting 
marine-dependent birds during direct placement of sediment on 
Hueneme Beach between February 15th and September 15th, a qualified 
biologist shall perform a marine-dependent nesting bird survey within 
500 feet of the noise-generating activity within 3 days prior to the start of 
construction utilizing heavy equipment. 
 
If the survey identifies nesting birds within 500 feet of the noise-
generating activity, qualified biologists shall notify the construction 
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activities. This approach is recommended instead of the IS/MND 
language, which only triggers a buffer “if, based on the judgment of the 
biologist, construction activities may result in impacts”.  
• No placement shall occur within the fenced buffer zone until the 
young have fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents, have left 
the nest, and will no longer be impacted by the Project.   

manager and a 500-foot no-work buffer will be established between 
placement activities and the nest to prevent disruption of nesting 
behavior. The qualified biologist should delineate the buffer with 
temporary fencing, and it should remain in place for the duration of 
placement.  
 
If, based on the judgment of the biologist, construction activities may 
result in impacts to nesting marine-dependent birds, construction 
activities will be modified or temporarily paused until the young have 
fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents, have left the nest, and 
will no longer be negatively impacted by the project.   

CDFW-6 Marine Habitats - The Department recommends that all beach 
placement operations avoid equipment below the mean high tide line, 
and a long-shore and cross-shore sediment transport model be used to 
identify appropriate sediment placement volumes and locations to 
avoid or minimize marine habitat impacts.  

The IS/MND adequately considered the potential for beach 
nourishment to impact marine habitat. As noted in the IS/MND, 
dredged sediment would be placed directly onto dry or intertidal beach 
to nourish eroded areas and widen the beach. The proposed beach 
placement would avoid the use of equipment below the mean high tide 
line and would build the beach out beginning at the existing 
revetments and working seaward.   
 
Because the beach suffers chronic erosion, nourishment is constantly 
needed. Existing dredging and nourishment programs have not been 
able to keep pace with the rate of erosion. The USACE places sand 
directly on the beach or in the Nearshore Placement Site approximately 
every 2 years, and impacts to marine habitats have not been identified. 
Therefore, modeling is not necessary to inform impacts or placement. 
No changes to the IS/MND are required.  

CDFW-7 The Project’s construction may involve the use of impact and/or 
vibratory pile driving. Underwater noise associated with pile driving and 
pulling activities may cause temporary or permanent impacts to fish, 
such as temporary movement out of the Project area, barotrauma 
injury, or mortality. The Department relies on guidance from the 
Fisheries Hydroacoustic Working Group to set safe sound pressure level 
(SPL) criteria for pile driving and pulling activities (Fisheries 
Hydroacoustic Working Group 2008, Attachment 1). The SPL dual 
criteria include a peak level of 206 dB and a cumulative sound exposure 

The proposed project site is located within the Port harbor, which 
supports daily commercial and military vessel operations. These 
operations include the use of tugs to maneuver deep-draft vessels and 
the operation of smaller vessels such as crew boats serving offshore oil 
platforms. All of these vessel operations create underwater noise within 
the harbor that discourage fish from aggregating. Previous dredging 
and wharf improvement projects similar in size and scope have not 
resulted in fish kills or stunned fish floating to the surface. Such impacts 
are not anticipated as part of the proposed project.  
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(SEL) level of 187 dB for fish 2 grams and heavier or a cumulative SEL of 
183 dB for fish less than 2 grams. Additionally, if hydraulic jetting or an 
impact hammer is used for pile driving, this may impact water quality, 
releasing contaminants from sediments into the water and/or creating 
turbidity that could harm fish. 
 
Recommendations: The Department appreciates mitigation measure 
MM-BIO-4: Employ “Soft-Start” Techniques During Impact Pile Driving 
to reduce sound-level impacts and offers the following additional 
recommendations. The Department recommends using a vibratory 
hammer for pile driving to the greatest extent feasible, or alternative 
technology that produces the least noise. If an impact hammer must be 
used (e.g., due to pile material or refusal at bedrock), additional 
minimization measures should be implemented, including: 
•Use of wood or similar cushion blocks between the pile and hammer 
during all impact pile driving. 
•Deployment of a bubble curtain, where feasible, to further reduce 
sound to levels below those known to cause injury or mortality to fish. 
•Underwater sound monitoring during pile driving, with SPL and SEL 
measurements compared to the Interim Criteria for Injury to Fish; if 
levels are exceeded, additional steps should be taken to reduce 
underwater noise such as pausing pile driving activities. 

As discussed in the Draft IS/MND, a vibratory hammer will be used for 
pile installation depending on the type of pile (sheet pile or fender pile). 
An impact hammer would only be used to install fender piles made of 
composite material (rather than steel or concrete). Piles made of 
composite material do not require high energy to drive them; the 
material and the lower energy impact hammering both result in lower 
levels of noise than impact hammers used to drive steel or concrete. 
Driving will include regular pauses for repositioning equipment and to 
allow the piles to settle before being advanced to design elevations.   
The potential for water quality impacts from pile driving was adequately 
assessed in Section 3.3.10. As discussed, the proposed project would 
not violate water quality standards.  
 
Although not required to reduce impacts, MM-BIO-4 will be amended 
to incorporate use of cushion material when feasible during impact pile 
driving to further reduce the potential for impacts. 
 
MM-BIO-4 has been modified as follows in the Final IS/MND: 
MM-BIO-4: Employ “Soft-Start” Techniques During Impact Pile 
Driving. During construction, the Port will implement soft-start 
techniques for impact pile driving, which is industry standard and will be 
required per regulatory permits. In addition, where feasible, wood or 
similar cushion blocks will be used between the pile and hammer during 
all impact pile driving. 

CDFW-8 Harbor seals (Phoca vitulina), California sea lions (Zalophus 
californianus), Green sea turtle (Chelonia mydas), and other species of 
marine mammals, and sea turtles may be present or occur within the 
Project area. Construction activities that generate high underwater 
noise, vibration or physical disturbance, such as demolition activities, 
pile driving, and dredging within the Project area have the potential to 
impact these animals if they are present. 
 
Recommendations: The IS/MND states, “implementation of biological 
monitoring and exclusion/avoidance measures,” will be implemented to 

Please see the response to comment CDFW-7. The proposed project 
site is located within the Port harbor, which supports daily commercial 
and military vessel operations, and all of these vessel operations create 
underwater noise. Previous dredging and wharf improvement projects 
similar in size and scope have not resulted in impacts to marine 
mammals or sea turtles.  
 
The IS/MND fully considers the potential impacts to mammals and sea 
turtles from underwater noise and, as noted, has required mitigation 
that would reduce any potential impacts to less than significant. 
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avoid take of marine mammals. The Department recommends that the 
Harbor District include a mitigation measure in the Final IS/MND to 
formalize these measures in a marine mammal and sea turtle 
monitoring plan and include the following conditions: 
•Establishment of an underwater exclusion zone as a designated focus 
area for species protection to allow animals to evacuate the area prior 
to commencement of construction activities. 
•Pile driving activities should not occur while marine mammals or sea 
turtles are present within the exclusion zone. 
•Monitoring of marine mammals and sea turtles by an experienced 
observer immediately prior to and during all construction activities that 
have the potential to impact marine mammals and sea turtles. 
 
The Department recommends that the Harbor District consult with 
NMFS regarding the above recommendation and any other necessary 
avoidance and mitigation measures to reduce impacts on marine 
mammals and sea turtles. 

Although not required to reduce impacts, MM-BIO-3 will be amended 
to incorporate a monitoring plan. 
 
MM-BIO-3 has been modified as follows in the Final IS/MND: 
MM-BIO-3: On-Site Qualified Monitor. Prior to and during in-water 
construction activities, a qualified professional shall monitor dredging 
and pile-driving activities to avoid potential impacts on marine mammals 
and avian species in the project area. The monitor must have experience 
in the Southern California marine environment and be adequately 
trained. 
 
The monitor must observe an impact radius around the project 
construction areas to ensure that sensitive marine species (i.e., marine 
mammals, birds, and fish) are not present; the impact radius is based on a 
previously developed underwater exclusion zone as a designated focus 
area for species protection to allow animals to evacuate the area prior to 
commencement of construction activities. The impact radius shall be 
established by determining the largest zone of influence associated with 
in-water construction activities occurring that workday. 
 
Pile driving activities should not occur while marine mammals or sea 
turtles are present within the exclusion zone. 
Monitoring of marine mammals and sea turtles by an experienced 
observer will occur immediately prior to and during all construction 
activities that have the potential to impact marine mammals and sea 
turtles. 

CDFW-9 CEQA requires that information developed in environmental impact 
reports and negative declarations be incorporated into a database 
which may be used to make subsequent or supplemental environmental 
determinations. (Pub. Resources Code,  section 21003, subd. (e).) 
Accordingly, please report any special status species and natural 
communities detected during Project surveys to the California Natural 
Diversity Database (CNDDB). The CNNDB field survey form can be filled 
out and submitted online at the following link: 

Consistent with this comment, special-status species and special-status 
natural communities detected during the proposed project will be 
reported to the California Natural Diversity Database. 
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https://wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Submitting-Data. The types of 
information reported to CNDDB can be found at the following link:  
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Data/CNDDB/Plants-and-Animals. 

CDFW-10 The Project, as proposed, would have an impact on fish and/or wildlife, 
and assessment  of environmental document filing fees is necessary. 
Fees are payable upon filing of the Notice of Determination by the Lead 
Agency and serve to help defray the cost of  environmental review by 
the Department. Payment of the environmental document filing  fee is 
required for the underlying Project approval to be operative, vested, 
and final. (Cal. Code Regs, tit. 14, section 753.5; Fish & G. Code, 
section 711.4; Pub. Resources Code, section 21089. 

Environmental document filing fees will be paid upon filing of the 
Notice of Determination by the lead agency.  

 

Ventura County Air Pollution Control District (VCAPCD) 
Comment 

Code Comment Response 

VCAPCD-1 Page 18, Section 2.4.3. Please change the construction length indicated 
in the second paragraph from 12 months to 15 months to be consistent 
with the construction scheduled outlined in Table 4 (MND Pages 20-21). 

Thank you for your comment. The typo will be corrected in the Final 
IS/MND.  

VCAPCD-2 Page 39, Mitigation Measures. The nitrous oxides (NOx) emissions from 
the project exceeded the daily maximum threshold and as such 
mitigation measures were proposed to bring the emissions to below 
significance levels. VCAPCD recommends quantifying the proposed 
mitigation, such as the off-road construction equipment Mitigation 
Measure AQ-2 Tier 4 requirement for mitigating NOx emissions. Such 
measures can be quantified using the CalEEMod emissions model used 
for the project. 

Per VCAPCD guidance, the District’s approach was to implement 
mitigation for construction projects that generate reactive organic gas 
or nitrogen oxide (NOx) emissions from heavy-duty construction 
equipment exceeding 25 pounds per day in most areas of Ventura 
County. The effects of the mitigation will be quantified and included in 
the Final IS/MND. No changes to significance are anticipated.  

VCAPCD-3 In addition, Tier 4 appears to be proposed as the project design (MND, 
Page 13), as such, VCAPCD recommends an additional mitigation 
measure to further reduce the NOx construction emissions if Tier 4 
quantification yields an emission estimate still over 25 lbs./day NOx, such 
as the proposal found in the MND to prefer electrically-powered 
construction equipment. According to the MND, available grid-based 

Please see the response to comment VCAPCD-2. Additional mitigation 
is not required. As noted in the IS/MND, construction equipment with 
the ability to utilize electric power would be preferentially included in 
the construction fleet for the proposed project. However, the District 
has assumed that the dredger will be the same as the one used in the 
harbor by the USACE, which is permitted by the VCAPCD. Although 
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electricity is sufficient to support such (construction) use (Page 64). 
Regardless, the Shoreside Power project to electrify the North and South 
Terminal should be operational by the start of the project in January 2028 
and it is highly recommended to include the use of electrically-powered 
equipment as an amendment to existing MM AQ-2 or as a new MM, AQ-
3 if additional mitigation is needed.   

electric dredgers exist, they are relatively rare, and there are no known 
electric dredgers capable of completing the project as described within 
the project area. The emissions needed to transport such a dredger to 
the Port would likely greatly exceed the emissions saved.  

VCAPCD-4 The proposed activities will use dredging companies or facilities that 
have an existing VCAPCD Permit to Operate, as referenced in the MND 
(Page 37). VCAPCD recommends, as part of its mitigation measures 
proposed for the project, to recommend using the dredging permit with 
the least amount of ROC and/or NOx emissions (i.e. the cleanest 
permitted equipment) to ensure construction emissions are reduced to 
the greatest extent feasible. You may contact the VCAPCD Engineering 
Division at 805-303-3688 or engineering@vcapcd.org for more 
information about what dredgers are permitted with the air district. 

MM-AQ-2 has been modified in the Final IS/MND as follows in 
response to the comment:  
MM-AQ-2: Use of Clean Equipment and Clean Trucks During 
Construction. All off-road engines less than 50 horsepower used to 
construct the proposed project will be equipped with Tier 2 engines, 
except for specialized equipment or when Tier 2 engines are not 
available. All off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment exceeding 
50 horsepower used to construct the proposed project will be equipped 
with Tier 4 engines, except for specialized equipment or when Tier 4 
engines are not available. In place of Tier 4 engines for equipment 
exceeding 50 horsepower, off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment will 
incorporate retrofits such that emission reductions achieved equal or 
exceed that of a Tier 4 engine. In addition, all heavy-duty on-road trucks 
used during construction shall be model year 2014 or newer, with a 
preference for zero-emission trucks where available. Assuming 
availability and capacity to meet the project’s schedule and scope, the 
contractor shall use the least emitting dredger permitted by VCAPCD 
(i.e., the cleanest permitted equipment) to ensure that construction 
emissions are reduced to the greatest extent feasible. These requirements 
will be included as specifications in construction contracts. 

VCAPCD-5 The proposed demolition activities will require an asbestos survey of all 
materials being disturbed (includes concrete and survey triggered when 
demolition is more than 100 sq. ft.). It’s not really clear from the MND 
what exact materials are involved. The survey will tell VCAPCD if 
asbestos abatement and notification to the District would be required . 
The local building department should require the AB3205 sign off from 
VCAPCD prior to issuing any building permits and the air district will not 
sign off on an AB3205 Form unless a survey is conducted for the 
disturbance of 100 sq ft or more. More information on demolition, 

As discussed in the Draft IS/MND, demolition activities would be limited 
to removing creosote-treated piles and riprap, neither of which would 
be expected to contain asbestos. However, all required building 
department requirements will be followed as applicable.  
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asbestos abatement, and the AB3205 form can be found here or at our 
Compliance Division at 805-303-3708. 

VCAPCD-6 VCAPCD would like to remind the lead agency that portable diesel 
engines over 50 HP used for the project should be registered with the 
state’s Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP) and if they are 
operating over 12 months at the same location , they must have a 
stationary air permit with the district. The PERP also has notification 
requirements to the air district that must be adhered to, such as 
notifying the air district a certain number of days prior to the equipment 
operating and possible inspections conducted by VCAPCD staff. 

The District will comply with all required VCAPCD rules and regulations. 
As presented in the construction schedule, generator use would be 
limited to Phase 1 mobilization, which is expected to last 5 days. 
Therefore, no changes to the IS/MND are required.  

 

City of Port Hueneme  
Comment 

Code Comment Response 

CPH-1 The Draft IS/MND states that berth deepening would not increase 
vessel calls or cargo throughput. The City requests that the Final 
IS/MND clearly confirm that cargo throughput and associated surface 
traffic volumes will not exceed the ten percent threshold under PHMC 
Section 10562(8). 

As noted in the IS/MND, there would be no additional cargo as a result 
of the proposed project; cargo volumes are the same with and without 
the proposed project, and therefore the proposed project would not 
exceed the 10% threshold.  

CPH-2 The IS/MND should confirm the distance from Wharf 2 to the nearest 
residentially zoned properties within the City, including R-1, R-1 PD, R-2, 
and R-3 districts. Planning estimates indicate residential areas east of 
the Port (Scott Street I Ponoma Street vicinity) may be approximately 
480 to 800 feet from the project area. Clarification of the accurate 
measurement is requested for the record.  
 
While the Port is an established industrial maritime use, documentation 
of the residential interface is necessary to confirm land use 
compatibility analysis in the Final IS/MND. 

The measurements presented in the IS/MND are the distances from the 
project boundary, not the site boundary to the nearest residential 
receptors. The project will occur at Wharf 2; no work or deliveries will 
occur at the fenceline. As noted in the IS/MND, the closest residential 
receptors are the residences at Ponoma Street and East Scott Street, 
which are 800 feet from project activities. No changes are necessary in 
the Final IS/MND. 

CPH-3 The Draft IS/MND references General Plan Goal 7 relating to aesthetic 
and organizational objectives. The City requests correction to reflect the 

This typo will be corrected in the Final IS/MND.  
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currently adopted General Plan Goal 6, as applicable. 

CPH-4 Temporary construction-related noise, lighting, and activity occurring 
during early morning, evening, nighttime, or weekend periods should 
therefore be evaluated from a land use compatibility and public 
nuisance perspective.  
 
Impact pile driving can generate high-peak impulsive noise that carries 
over water, and continuous dredging may introduce sustained noise 
that is more noticeable during nighttime hours. Temporary construction 
lighting associated with nighttime work should also be controlled to 
avoid glare or spillover toward residential areas.  
 
From a land use standpoint, construction activities should not create 
temporary nuisance conditions inconsistent with adjacent residential 
districts. Coordination with the City's Public Works Department is 
recommended to confirm applicable operational constraints and 
compliance with City standards. 

As noted in the IS/MND, the City’s General Plan (City 2022b) serves as a 
long-term blueprint for the City's economic and physical development, 
including specific policies for the Port. The General Plan land use 
designation for the Wharf 2 project site is “Port,” which applies to all 
property owned or leased by the District. Permitted uses within this 
designation include ship offloading facilities, warehouses, port-related 
offices, port-related public open space, recreation uses, and fuel 
storage. Port activity is buffered from nearby residential areas, and 
access is controlled to minimize impacts on City streets. 
 
Section 3.3.13 (Noise) fully analyzes the potential for noise to impact 
sensitive receptors in consideration of City land use standards for noise. 
Lighting was fully analyzed as part of Aesthetics (Section 3.3.1), and no 
impacts were identified. The District will coordinate with the City's 
Public Works Department to confirm applicable operational constraints 
as requested.   

CPH-5  Placement of dredged sediment on Hueneme Beach constitutes 
placement of fill within the coastal flood hazard area and alteration of 
beach grades within City shoreline jurisdiction. Consistent with the City 
of Port Hueneme Municipal Code and the City's obligations under the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), beach or nearshore 
placement of dredged material within the City shoreline shall require 
issuance of both a City Floodplain Development Permit and a City 
grading permit for placement of fill. In addition, to ensure nourishment 
performance and shoreline stability, placement geometry and beach 
profile should be guided by coastal engineering analysis and verified 
through pre- and post-placement monitoring.  
 
Accordingly, the City requests that the following requirements be 
incorporated into the Final IS/MND and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program (MMRP):  
MM- BEACH-0 Sediment Characterization and Compatibility 
Determination 

As discussed in the Draft IS/MND, beach nourishment is one option 
pending sediment characterization results evaluating the suitability of 
sediment from Berths 4 and 5. As noted, all sediment to be dredged 
would be characterized prior to placement to determine the 
appropriate placement location. The Sampling and Analysis Plan 
(Anchor QEA 2025) documents the procedures and methods used in the 
sampling and testing of proposed dredged material. Results of the 
testing would be submitted to the Southern California Dredged Material 
Management Team (DMMT) for approval of sediment placement 
locations. Review through the multi-agency DMMT is the standard 
process in the region. As identified in Draft IS/MND Table 1, the City has 
development review and permit authority within the District. If beach 
nourishment is the selected placement option, the District will comply 
with all required regulations consistent with the IS/MND. Therefore, 
additional mitigation is not required.  
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Prior to approval of any beach or nearshore placement of dredged 
material within the City of Port Hueneme shoreline, the Oxnard Harbor 
District shall provide sediment characterization results for dredged 
berth material to the City of Port Hueneme Public Works Department 
demonstrating physical and chemical compatibility with existing 
Hueneme Beach nourishment sands and suitability for recreational 
beach placement. At a minimum, the characterization shall include: 
grain size distribution, including median grain size (D50) and fines 
fraction, relative to existing beach sands; 
total organic carbon and other indicators of organic content; 
sediment color/texture characteristics; and 
contaminant screening results supporting beach or nearshore 
placement suitability under applicable Southern California Dredged 
Material Management Team (DMMT) criteria. 

CPH-6 Documentation shall demonstrate that dredged material is compatible 
with existing beach nourishment sediments and will not introduce 
excessive fines, organic material, or contaminants that could adversely 
affect beach stability, recreational use, or public health. Beach or 
nearshore placement within the City shoreline shall not occur unless 
compatibility is demonstrated to the satisfaction of the City of Port 
Hueneme Public Works Department and applicable regulatory agencies.  
 
MM-BEACH-1 Floodplain Development Permit  
Prior to any placement of dredged or fill material on Hueneme Beach 
within the City of Port Hueneme shoreline jurisdiction, the Oxnard 
Harbor District and/or its contractor shall obtain a Floodplain 
Development Permit from the City of Port Hueneme in accordance with 
the City's NFIP floodplain management regulations. Permit approval 
shall be obtained prior to commencement of beach or nearshore 
placement activities. 
 
MM-BEACH-2 Pre-and Post-Placement Topographic Surveys 
Prior to dredged sediment placement on Hueneme Beach, the Oxnard 
Harbor District shall perform a pre-placement topographic survey of the 

Please see the response to comment CPH-5. As discussed in the Draft 
IS/MND, sediment placed in beach or nearshore environments would be 
tested to ensure that physical and chemical characteristics are suitable 
for intended beneficial reuse scenarios, whether beach nourishment or 
nearshore placement at Hueneme Beach. Material proposed for 
beach/nearshore placement would be evaluated for grain-size 
compatibility and chemical suitability consistent with applicable testing 
and regulatory requirements. Because beneficial reuse scenarios may 
present a greater potential for public exposure, these sediments are 
managed according to appropriate guidelines that ensure that hazards 
to the public are less than significant. Documentation will demonstrate 
that dredged material is compatible with existing beach nourishment 
sediments and will not introduce excessive fines, organic material, or 
contaminants that could adversely affect beach stability, recreational 
use, or public health. 
 
As identified in the IS/MND, Ventura County includes low-lying coastal 
areas subject to coastal hazards and other related hazards. 
Hueneme Beach is located within Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Flood Zone VE, which is subject to coastal flooding 
associated with storm surge and wave action (FEMA 2024). The Port and 
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City shoreline extending from the Port boundary to the City of Port 
Hueneme/Oxnard boundary. Following completion of placement, a 
post-placement survey shall be performed to document beach 
geometry and elevation change. Surveys shall be referenced to NAVD88 
vertical datum, include sufficient horizontal control to develop beach 
profiles and volumetric comparisons, and be provided to the City of 
Port Hueneme Public Works Department for review. Survey timing shall 
be coordinated with the City to capture immediate post-placement 
conditions and subsequent shoreline adjustment, as appropriate.  
 
MM-BEACH-3 Beach Sand Placement Design Study 
Prior to initiation of beach or nearshore nourishment placement 
associated with the proposed project, the Oxnard Harbor District shall 
fund and prepare a coastal engineering sand placement design study 
for Hueneme Beach in consultation with the City of Port Hueneme. The 
study shall evaluate and identify placement footprint and alignment 
along the City shoreline, target beach elevations and profile geometry, 
anticipated shoreline response and erosion behavior, measures to 
minimize sediment loss and optimize nourishment stability, and 
compatibility with existing beach conditions and recreational use. 
Results of the study shall be provided to the City Public Works 
Department and incorporated into placement planning prior to 
nourishment implementation.  
 
MM-BEACH-4 Placement Implementation Consistency 
Beach nourishment placement within the City shoreline shall be 
conducted consistent with the approved placement design study and 
Floodplain Development Permit conditions. Any material deviation from 
approved placement configuration, elevation targets, or footprint shall 
be coordinated with and approved by the City of Port Hueneme Public 
Works Department prior to implementation. 

Hueneme Beach are also located within the County of Ventura 
Floodplain Overlay Zone and Coastal Protection Overlay Zone (California 
Department of Conservation 2026; County of Ventura 2021). The part of 
Hueneme Beach that is closest to the Port experiences continuous 
erosion and is nourished periodically with dredged materials. Without 
such nourishment, the beach would not exist, and flood hazards to 
nearby structures would be much higher. As identified in Section 1 of the 
IS/MND, the proposed project will comply with all required regulations 
and permits. Therefore, additional mitigation is not required. 

CPH-7 The City of Port Hueneme understands that the proposed berth 
deepening would eliminate tidal berthing constraints and improve 
scheduling flexibility for vessel arrivals at Berths 4 and 5. The Draft 
IS/MND states that the project would not increase vessel calls or cargo 

As discussed in Section 2 of the Draft IS/MND, larger vessels currently 
may be required to time their calls based on tides or anchor offshore 
and wait for higher water levels. The proposed dredging would allow 
vessels to berth without tidal delays, reducing vessel queuing and 
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throughput; however, removal of tidal restrictions could reasonably alter 
the temporal distribution of cargo handling and associated truck trips on 
Port access routes within the City. Historically, tidal windows can result in 
clustered ("batched"} vessel berthing and cargo movements, whereas 
tide-independent berthing may allow more evenly distributed operations 
across the day and potentially into nighttime or off-peak periods.  
 
The Draft IS/MND does not evaluate whether this shift in vessel arrival 
flexibility could change the hourly or daily distribution of truck traffic on 
City roadway segments serving the Port, including Hueneme Road and 
connecting arterials, nor does it assess potential changes in nighttime 
truck activity, intersection operations, or traffic conditions along 
corridors adjacent to residential or sensitive land uses. Because the City 
has jurisdiction over Port access routes and associated traffic operations 
within its roadway network, clarification of potential temporal 
redistribution of Port-related traffic is necessary to confirm consistency 
with existing roadway capacity, circulation planning, and land use 
compatibility.  
 
In addition, while the Draft IS/MND concludes that berth deepening 
would not increase vessel calls or cargo throughput, the document does 
not provide a quantified description of existing Port­related traffic 
conditions within the City sufficient to establish a CEQA baseline against 
which potential operational changes can be evaluated. The Port of 
Hueneme generates substantial automobile, heavy truck, and 
specialized cargo transport activity on City roadway segments serving 
the Port, including transport of new vehicles, conventional 18-wheel 
truck trips, and occasional oversize or overweight cargo movements. 
These existing traffic patterns and volumes form the relevant baseline 
for assessing whether removal of tidal berthing constraints could alter 
the temporal distribution or operational characteristics of Port-related 
traffic within the City.  
 
Because berth deepening would allow greater scheduling flexibility for 
vessel and cargo handling operations, the temporal pattern of Port 

improving navigational safety and operational reliability. Without the 
proposed project, constraints and delays would increase as vessels get 
larger. The tidal restrictions, however, do not result in batched clusters 
at the Port currently, and gate movements are not directly tied to vessel 
arrivals as cargo is sorted and/or processed on terminal. As stated in the 
IS/MND, no operational changes are anticipated as a result of the 
proposed project, and there will be no changes to terminal hours that 
would allow for more truck trips during nighttime hours. Therefore, the 
IS/MND does not need to consider whether this shift in vessel arrival 
flexibility could change the hourly or daily distribution of truck traffic, 
and there is no need for mitigation as there is no impact. 
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activity represents a relevant CEQA baseline condition. The Draft 
IS/MND does not describe existing daily or hourly Port operational 
patterns that influence the timing of truck trips and roadway demand 
within the City. Documentation of existing operational timing is 
necessary to evaluate whether berth deepening could shift activity into 
previously lower-activity periods, including nighttime or off-peak hours.  
 
The City has observed sustained and consistent Port activity levels and 
associated truck and vehicle traffic on City roadway segments 
throughout 2025 and continuing into 2026, reflecting stabilized 
post-COVID trade conditions and typical Port operations. Earlier 
pandemic-affected years or atypical trade disruption periods would not 
represent current physical environmental conditions within the City 
roadway network serving the Port. Accordingly, the City requests that 
the Final IS/MND use 2025-2026 Port traffic and operational data as the 
baseline for describing existing conditions and evaluating potential 
redistribution of Port-related traffic associated with berth deepening.  
 
To establish a complete and verifiable CEQA baseline and enable 
evaluation of potential redistribution of Port-related traffic and 
operational activity within the City, the City requests that the Final 
IS/MND include comprehensive existing (2025-2026) Port operations 
and traffic data for activity occurring on City roadway segments serving 
the Port.  
 
At a minimum, the baseline should quantify:  
annual and monthly Port-related truck trip volumes on City access 
routes; 
annual and monthly automobile throughput associated with Port 
vehicle processing operations; 
average daily and peak-day truck trips on designated Port routes within 
the City; 
hourly distribution of truck gate activity (daytime, evening, nighttime); 
typical daily terminal operating and gate hours and vessel cargo 
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handling periods; and 
frequency and characteristics of oversize/overweight or special cargo 
transport movements affecting City roadways. 

CPH-8 Accordingly, the City requests that the following requirement be 
incorporated into the Final IS/MND and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program (MMRP):  
 
MM-TRANS-1 Port Traffic Monitoring, Thresholds, and Corrective Action 
To verify that berth deepening does not increase or materially 
redistribute Port-related traffic within the City of Port Hueneme beyond 
baseline conditions described in the Final IS/MND, the Oxnard Harbor 
District shall document and report Port-related traffic activity on City 
roadway segments serving the Port. Traffic monitoring shall include truck 
trip volumes, automobile throughput, temporal distribution of truck 
activity (including nighttime share), and oversize/heavy cargo transport 
movements consistent with baseline metrics defined in the Final IS/MND.  
 
Following commencement of berth deepening operations, the District 
shall submit traffic monitoring summaries to the City of Port Hueneme 
Public Works Department at approximately 6, 12, 24, 36, and 60 months 
after operational commencement.  
 
Monitoring results shall be compared to baseline (2025-2026) Port-
related traffic volumes and temporal distribution documented in the 
Final IS/MND. An exceedance shall be defined as 
annual or peak-day Port-related truck volumes on City roadway 
segments exceeding baseline levels by more than 5 percent; or  
nighttime (10:00 p.m.-6:00 a.m.) truck activity exceeding baseline 
nighttime levels by more than 5 percent. 
 If monitoring identifies an exceedance, the City shall provide written 
notice to the Oxnard Harbor District. Within 90 days of such notice, the 
District shall prepare and submit to the  City a Traffic Management 
Response Plan identifying operational or management measures 
necessary to restore consistency with baseline assumptions and maintain 

Please see the response to Comment CPH-7. No impacts are identified, 
and therefore no mitigation is required.  
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compatibility with City roadway operations and adjacent land uses. Such 
measures may include, but are not limited to, preferred truck routing, 
haul windows, dispatch coordination, gate management adjustments, or 
other operational controls. Where exceedance-related traffic contributes 
to increased roadway wear, capacity constraints, or operational impacts 
on City streets, the City may also require implementation of applicable 
City traffic mitigation fees, roadway maintenance or repair cost recovery, 
oversize/overweight permit fees, or similar measures authorized under 
the City's municipal code and permitting authority. Approved measures 
shall be implemented within a timeframe mutually agreed upon by the 
City and the District. Provision of both cumulative (annual/monthly) and 
temporal (daily/hourly) baseline data using representative 2025-2026 
conditions will allow verification that berth deepening does not increase 
overall Port-related traffic volumes within the City while enabling 
evaluation of any redistribution of activity over time associated with 
removal of tidal berthing constraints. 

CPH-9 The proposed project includes pile driving and dredging activities 
within the Port of Hueneme adjacent to the City's coastal shoreline and 
nearby residential land uses. Unlike typical land-based construction, 
impact pile driving generates impulsive, high-peak noise that 
propagates efficiently over water surfaces with limited attenuation and 
can be audible at substantial distances. Harbor geometry, reflective 
water surfaces, and marine structures can further increase perceived 
loudness and reverberation at shoreline receptors. Continuous dredging 
equipment noise also contains low-frequency components that can 
propagate across water and remain audible during evening or nighttime 
periods when ambient noise levels are reduced.  

The Draft IS/MND accurately identifies the levels of noise and vibration 
from proposed project pile driving and uses standard noise modeling 
that is regularly used for port construction, including pile driving. Draft 
IS/MND Table 11 shows that the model indicates that the highest 
combined construction noise levels would be a maximum sound level 
(Lmax) of 68 A-weighted decibels (dBA) at 650 feet from the project site 
(the closest distance to a non-mobile sensitive receptor), with a 
corresponding equivalent sound level (Leq) of 61.7 dBA. These levels 
would occur during pile driving activities associated with the sheet pile 
wall and fender pile installation phases. As noted in the IS/MND, 
although nearby sensitive receptors may experience temporary 
increases in construction-related noise, the City does not establish 
numeric limits for daytime construction noise. Instead, construction 
noise is regulated through restrictions on allowable hours of operation 
to limit noise during more sensitive periods. The IS/MND notes that pile 
driving would be restricted to allowable daytime hours.  

CPH-10 The Draft IS/MND indicates that dredging may occur on a continuous 
24-hour basis and does not clearly define whether pile driving or other 
high-noise construction activities could occur during evening, 

The IS/MND clearly identifies that construction other than dredging 
would be restricted to daytime hours. Please see page 104 of the Draft 
IS/MND, which states:  
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nighttime, or weekend periods. Because residential areas are located 
along the Port Hueneme shoreline and background noise levels 
decrease substantially outside daytime hours, pile driving and dredging 
conducted during early morning, evening, nighttime, or weekend 
periods could result in substantial temporary noise disturbance 
inconsistent with nearby residential land uses and City noise 
compatibility objectives.  
 
Accordingly, the City requests that the Final IS/MND clarify construction 
noise assumptions and incorporate measures to ensure that pile driving 
and other high-noise harbor construction activities remain compatible 
with adjacent residential areas.  
 
Accordingly, the City requests that the following requirement be 
incorporated into the Final IS/MND and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program (MMRP):  
MM-NOISE-1 Harbor Construction Noise Controls and Hours of 
Operation To minimize noise disturbance to residential areas adjacent 
to the Port Hueneme shoreline, impact pile driving and other high-
noise construction activities associated with berth deepening and wharf 
improvements shall be limited to daytime hours and conducted with 
appropriate noise control measures.  
Specifically:  
Impact pile driving shall occur only between 7:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. 
If authorized by the City, impact pile driving may occur between 
9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on Saturdays. 
No impact pile driving shall occur during evening (after 6:00 p.m.), 
nighttime (before 8:00 a.m.), Sundays, or City-recognized holidays, or 
outside the hours specified above. 
If dredging or other continuous operations are required outside 
daytime hours, stationary or vessel equipment operating at night shall 
utilize feasible noise attenuation measures (e.g., equipment mufflers, 
acoustic shielding, or orientation away from shoreline residences) to 

“All construction activities, except dredging, would occur between 
8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday. Transport of 
construction materials and spoils on City streets would also be limited 
to these days and hours. Dredging, which is similar to background port 
noises from vessels, could occur up to 24 hours per day, 7 days per 
week. No work would occur on federal holidays unless approved in 
advance by the District.” 
 
These restrictions were included in noise modeling and were considered 
in light of residential noise limits of 55 dBA during 7:00 a.m. to 
10:00 p.m. and 50 dBA between 10:00 pm and 7:00 am (PHMC 
Chapter 5, Noise Control and City 2022b).  
 
The District will restrict pile driving to 9:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturdays as requested, and this change has been made to the Final 
IS/MND. However, because noise was accurately measured in light of 
applicable requirements, no changes to the impact significance were 
identified by this comment, and no additional mitigation is required.  
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minimize noise propagation toward residential areas. 
 
The Oxnard Harbor District shall provide advance written notice to the 
City of Port Hueneme and all residential properties located within 1,000 
feet of pile driving activities, at least 72 hours prior to commencement 
of pile driving and shall maintain a construction noise contact for public 
inquiries or complaints during active construction periods. 
• The Oxnard Harbor District shall coordinate with the City of 
Port Hueneme Planning and Public Works Departments regarding 
construction scheduling and any proposed deviation from these hour 
limitations.  

CPH-11 The proposed project includes pile installation, structural improvements, 
and dredging activities at Wharf 2 and adjacent berths located within 
the FEMA-mapped coastal flood hazard area (Special Flood Hazard 
Area) along the Port Hueneme shoreline. Because these activities occur 
within the City of Port Hueneme's regulated coastal floodplain, 
construction within and over water at the wharf is subject to the City's 
floodplain management requirements adopted pursuant to the 
National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP).  
 
Accordingly, the City requests that the Final IS/MND acknowledge that 
in-water and wharf construction activities associated with the proposed 
project are subject to City floodplain permitting requirements.  
 
Accordingly, the City requests that the following requirement be 
incorporated into the Final IS/MND and Mitigation Monitoring and 
Reporting Program (MMRP):  
MM-FLOOD-1 Floodplain Development Permit -Wharf and In-Water 
Work Prior to initiation of pile installation, structural modification, 
dredging, or other construction activities at Wharf 2 or adjacent berths 
located within the FEMA-mapped coastal flood hazard area in the City 
of Port Hueneme, the Oxnard Harbor District and/or its contractor shall 
obtain a Floodplain Development Permit from the City of Port Hueneme 
in accordance with the City's NFIP floodplain management regulations. 

As noted in the IS/MND, the Port is located within FEMA Flood 
Panel 06111C0914F and is generally outside areas subject to coastal 
wave action. Portions of the harbor are within FEMA Flood Zone AE. 
Hueneme Beach is located within FEMA Flood Zone VE, which is subject 
to coastal flooding associated with storm surge and wave action 
(FEMA 2024).  
 
The Port and Hueneme Beach are also located within the County of 
Ventura Floodplain Overlay Zone and Coastal Protection Overlay Zone 
(California Department of Conservation 2026; County of Ventura 2021). 
The Port is an independent special district (the Oxnard Harbor District), 
which means it has its own governing authority separate from the City 
of Port Hueneme. However, the District will coordinate with the City of 
Port Hueneme regarding floodplain development permit requirements 
for project activities in mapped flood hazard areas. 
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Permit approval shall be obtained prior to commencement of in-water 
or wharf construction activities. 
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