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1 Introduction 
On April 20, 2026, the Oxnard Harbor District (District), in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA; California Public Resources Code [PRC], Division 13, Section 21000 
et seq.) and CEQA Guidelines (14 California Code of Regulations 15000 et seq.) approved a 
Final IS/MND to support the approval of the Port of Hueneme North Terminal Berth Deepening and 
Wharf 2 Improvements Project (proposed project).  

As part of its 2020 Strategic Plan, the District has developed a capital planning program to upgrade 
and modernize Port facilities to address aging infrastructure, accommodate future shore power and 
electrification, and address current and future sea level rise. Capital projects are developed and 
funded through the Port of Hueneme’s (Port’s) Port Action, Climate, and Environment Development 
(PACED) Program, which provides a strategic approach to modernizing the Port while maintaining 
operations. The proposed project is a key element of the infrastructure development envisioned in 
the District’s 2020 Strategic Plan and is Item C12 of the PACED Program to modernize and deepen 
the North Terminal. 

Under the proposed project, the District proposes to dredge Berths 4 and 5 along Wharf 2 to 
approximately -40 feet mean lower low water (MLLW). This improvement would make the depth at 
the berths consistent with the adjacent navigation channel and Turning Basin, and it would improve 
the depth under keel for vessels accessing the berths. To accommodate the deeper berths, the 
District would also implement structural improvements to Wharf 2 to ensure stability of the wharf 
with the deeper depths.  

As part of the proposed project, sediment dredged and removed from the berths may be beneficially 
used to nourish Hueneme Beach, either by beach placement or nearshore placement, subject to 
meeting applicable physical and chemical criteria. If dredged sediment is found unsuitable for beach 
nourishment activities, it will be placed in a trench to be excavated in Channel A or at an existing, 
permitted confined aquatic disposal (CAD) site in the harbor.   

Assembly Bill 3180, codified in PRC Section 21081.6, became effective on January 1, 1989, and 
requires a lead or responsible agency to adopt monitoring or reporting programs for projects 
approved by a public agency whenever approval involves the adoption of either a mitigated negative 
declaration or specified environmental findings related to environmental impact reports. A public or 
lead agency adopting measures to mitigate or avoid the significant impacts of a proposed project is 
required to ensure that the measures are fully enforceable through permit conditions, agreements, or 
other means (PRC Section 21081.6(b)). The mitigation measures required by a public or lead agency 
to reduce or avoid significant project impacts may be incorporated into the design or program for 
the project or made conditions of project approval as set forth in a Mitigation Monitoring and 
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Reporting Program (MMRP). The program must be designed to ensure project compliance with 
mitigation measures during project implementation. 

The IS/MND prepared for the proposed project addresses the potential environmental impacts and, 
where appropriate, recommends measures to mitigate these impacts. As such, this MMRP is required 
to ensure that adopted mitigation measures are successfully implemented and a monitoring strategy 
was prepared for each mitigation measure. Once the District adopts the MMRP, the applicable 
District departments will include the mitigation monitoring and reporting requirements in the 
appropriate documents. Therefore, in accordance with the aforementioned requirements, this 
document lists each mitigation measure, describes the methods for implementation and verification, 
and identifies the responsible party or parties. 
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2 Monitoring Program 
Pursuant to AB 3180, this MMRP was prepared and is accompanied by the associated reporting 
forms used to verify compliance with individual mitigation measures. This MMRP identifies each 
mitigation measure by discipline, the entity or organization responsible for implementation, and the 
monitoring phase required for each measure. Certain inspections and reports may require 
preparation by qualified individuals; these are specified as needed. The method of verification for 
each measure is also specified. 
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Table 1  
Mitigation and Monitoring Program 

Mitigation Measures 

Measure 
Responsible Party and 

Implementation Timing and Monitoring 

MM-AQ-1: Construction Idling Reductions. The Port will require construction 
contractors to minimize heavy-duty construction idling time to 2 minutes where feasible. 
Exceptions include vehicles that need to idle to perform work (such as a crane providing 
hydraulic power to the boom), vehicles being serviced, or vehicles in a queue waiting for 
work. This requirement will be included as a specification in construction contracts.  

Responsible Parties: District and 
construction contractors  
Implementation: This measure shall 
be incorporated into any applicable 
construction contracts initiated by the 
District to support construction 
activities. Contractors are responsible 
for tracking compliance. Measures 
shall be enforceable, and contractors 
shall inform equipment operators of 
requirements. 

Occurs prior to 
commencement of and 
during all construction 
events. 

MM-AQ-2: Use of Clean Equipment and Clean Trucks During Construction. All 
off-road engines less than 50 horsepower used to construct the proposed project will be 
equipped with Tier 2 engines, except for specialized equipment or when Tier 2 engines are 
not available. All off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment exceeding 50 horsepower 
used to construct the proposed project will be equipped with Tier 4 engines, except for 
specialized equipment or when Tier 4 engines are not available. In place of Tier 4 engines 
for equipment exceeding 50 horsepower, off-road diesel-powered heavy equipment will 
incorporate retrofits such that emission reductions achieved equal or exceed that of a 
Tier 4 engine. In addition, all heavy-duty on-road trucks used during construction shall be 
model year 2014 or newer, with a preference for zero-emission trucks where available. 
Assuming availability and capacity to meet the project’s schedule and scope, the 
contractor shall use the least-emitting dredger permitted by VCAPCD (i.e., the cleanest 
permitted equipment) to ensure that construction emissions are reduced to the greatest 
extent feasible. These requirements will be included as specifications in construction 
contracts.   

Responsible Parties: District and 
construction contractors  
Implementation: This measure shall 
be incorporated into any applicable 
construction contracts initiated by the 
District to support construction 
activities. Contractors are responsible 
for tracking compliance. Measures 
shall be enforceable, and contractors 
shall inform equipment operators of 
requirements. 

Occurs prior to 
commencement of and 
during all construction 
events. 

MM-BIO-1: Nesting Bird Survey. To avoid potential impacts on nesting marine-dependent 
birds during direct placement of sediment on Hueneme Beach between February 15th and 
September 15th, a qualified biologist shall perform a marine-dependent nesting bird survey 
within 500 feet of the noise-generating activity within 3 days prior to the start of 
construction utilizing heavy equipment.  

Responsible Parties: District, 
qualified biologist, and construction 
contractor/construction manager 
Implementation: If direct placement 
of sediment on Hueneme Beach is 

Surveys commence 
3 days prior to the start 
of initiating any 
construction using heavy 
equipment at 
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Mitigation Measures 

Measure 
Responsible Party and 

Implementation Timing and Monitoring 
If the survey identifies nesting birds within 500 feet of the noise-generating activity, 
qualified biologists shall notify the construction manager and a 500-foot no-work buffer 
will be established between placement activities and the nest to prevent disruption of 
nesting behavior. The qualified biologist should delineate the buffer with temporary 
fencing, and it should remain in place for the duration of placement. If, based on the 
judgment of the biologist, construction activities may result in impacts to nesting 
marine-dependent birds, construction activities will be modified or temporarily paused 
until the young have fledged, are no longer being fed by the parents, have left the nest, 
and will no longer be negatively impacted by the project. 

selected and if placement is planned 
between February 15th and 
September 15th, approximately 
30 days prior to construction, the 
District shall retain a qualified 
biologist. 
The biologist shall perform a marine-
dependent nesting bird survey within 
500 feet of the noise-generating 
activity within 3 days prior to the start 
of dredge material placement.  
This measure shall be incorporated 
into any applicable construction 
contracts initiated by the District to 
support dredge material placement 
and contractors, and the construction 
manager shall be notified about the 
need to comply with biologist 
restrictions if applicable.  

Hueneme Beach. 
The qualified biologist 
shall prepare a summary 
report of any nesting 
birds and measures 
employed to provide to 
the District.  

MM-BIO-2: Worker Environmental Awareness Program. Prior to the initiation of any 
in-water project activities, all personnel associated with the proposed project shall attend 
a worker environmental awareness training program (program) with content developed 
by a qualified biologist regarding sensitive marine and avian species in the project area, 
including but not limited to California least tern and western snowy plover, their habitat 
preference(s), law and regulations, as well as potential impacts and protection measures, 
and project work area limits.   
Protections and regulations for federally-listed species will be included in the program. A 
copy of the training program will be distributed to all contractors, employers, and other 
personnel involved during in-water construction activities. Specifically, the program will 
include the following:   

1. Measures to prevent indirect impacts to biological resources during in-water 
construction activities, including dredging, demolition, and pile driving as they relate 
to the protection of adjacent aquatic habitat.   

Responsible Parties: District and 
construction contractor/construction 
manager 
Implementation: The District will 
retain a qualified biologist or 
qualified firm to develop training 
materials that identify sensitive 
marine and avian species in the 
project area.  
This measure shall be incorporated 
into any applicable construction 
contracts initiated by the District to 
support construction activities. The 
District is responsible for distributing 

Occurs prior to the 
initiation of any in-water 
project construction 
activities. 
The construction 
manager shall submit a 
record of compliance to 
the District.  
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Mitigation Measures 

Measure 
Responsible Party and 

Implementation Timing and Monitoring 
2. Training materials shall include laws and regulations that protect federally-listed 

species and their habitats, the consequences of non-compliance with laws and 
regulations, and a contact person (i.e., biological monitor and District project 
manager) in the event that protected biological resources are affected.   

3. The District or its contractors should notify the qualified biologist in advance of the 
kick-off meeting and any subsequent meetings that may take place if additional 
contractors are employed during additional in-water construction activities. A sign-in 
sheet will be circulated for signatures to all personnel that attend the workers’ 
educational training to confirm that program materials were received and that they 
understand information presented.  

a copy of the training program to the 
contractors. 
The construction manager is 
responsible for tracking compliance 
of worker trainings. 

MM-BIO-3: On-Site Qualified Monitor. Prior to and during in-water construction 
activities, a qualified professional shall monitor dredging and pile-driving activities to 
avoid potential impacts on marine mammals and avian species in the project area. The 
monitor must have experience in the Southern California marine environment and be 
adequately trained.  
The monitor must observe an impact radius around the project construction areas to 
ensure that sensitive marine species (i.e., marine mammals, birds, and fish) are not 
present; the impact radius is based on a previously developed underwater exclusion zone 
as a designated focus area for species protection to allow animals to evacuate the area 
prior to commencement of construction activities. The impact radius shall be established 
by determining the largest zone of influence associated with in-water construction 
activities occurring that workday. 
Pile driving activities should not occur while marine mammals or sea turtles are present 
within the exclusion zone. 
Monitoring of marine mammals and sea turtles by an experienced observer will occur 
immediately prior to and during all construction activities that have the potential to 
impact marine mammals and sea turtles is required. 

Responsible Parties: District, qualified 
professional, and construction 
contractor/construction manager 
Implementation: Approximately 
30 days prior to construction, the 
District shall retain a qualified 
professional. 
The qualified professional shall 
perform monitoring and set any 
necessary restrictions.  
This measure shall be incorporated 
into any applicable construction 
contracts initiated by the District to 
support dredged material placement 
and contractors, and the construction 
manager shall be notified about the 
need to comply with biologist 
restrictions if applicable. 

Occurs prior to the 
initiation of any in-water 
project construction 
activities. 
The construction 
manager shall submit a 
record of compliance to 
the District. 

MM-BIO-4: Employ “Soft-Start” Techniques During Impact Pile Driving. During 
construction, the Port will implement soft-start techniques for impact pile driving, which is 
industry standard and will be required per regulatory permits. In addition, where feasible, 
wood or similar cushion blocks will be used between the pile and hammer during all 
impact pile driving. 

Responsible Parties: District and 
construction contractor/construction 
manager 
Implementation: This measure shall 
be incorporated into any applicable 

Occurs during and 
throughout all project 
construction. 
The construction 
manager shall submit a 
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Mitigation Measures 

Measure 
Responsible Party and 

Implementation Timing and Monitoring 
construction contracts initiated by the 
District to support construction 
activities. Contractors are responsible 
for tracking compliance. Measures 
shall be enforceable, and contractors 
shall inform equipment operators of 
requirements. 

record of compliance to 
the District. 

MM-BIO-5: California Grunion Spawning Survey. Prior to initiating direct placement of 
sand at Hueneme Beach, the proposed placement area will be surveyed to determine 
whether California grunion are present and spawning during predicted run and egg 
incubation periods identified by CDFW. 
If grunion spawning is found to occur within the placement area, work in that area below 
the mean high tide line will not be conducted until after the grunion eggs have hatched 
(2 weeks).   
The locations of the spawning run will be marked physically and/or by Global Positioning 
System locations. The density of the grunion throughout the area will be noted using the 
Walker Scale.  
Placement activities will avoid the spawning area and a 50‐foot buffer used to avoid 
impacting any spawning areas adjacent to the sediment placement sites.   
Grunion monitoring will be conducted by a qualified biologist for 30 minutes prior to and 
2 hours following the predicted start of each spawning event. If more than 100 fish are 
reported, then avoidance and minimization measures will be implemented, such as 
rescheduling placement activities. 

Responsible Parties: District, 
qualified biologist, and construction 
contractor/construction manager 
Implementation: If direct placement 
of sediment on Hueneme Beach is 
selected, the District shall retain a 
qualified biologist. 
The biologist shall perform a grunion 
survey 1 day prior to the start of 
dredge material placement.  
This measure shall be incorporated 
into any applicable construction 
contracts initiated by the District to 
support dredge material placement 
and contractors, and the construction 
manager shall be notified about the 
need to comply with biologist 
restrictions, if applicable. 

Occurs prior to initiating 
any direct placement of 
sand at Hueneme Beach. 
The qualified biologist 
shall submit a record of 
compliance to the 
District. 

MM-CUL-1: Cultural and Tribal Cultural Resources Inadvertent Discovery 
Procedures. In the event that previously unidentified cultural resources, Tribal Cultural 
Resources (as defined in Public Resources Code Section 21074), or human remains are 
encountered during ground-disturbing or in-water construction activities, all work shall 
cease immediately within 10 meters (30 feet) of the discovery. Construction may continue 
in other areas away from the discovery location.  

Responsible Parties: District, qualified 
archaeologist, and construction 
contractor/construction manager 
Implementation: This measure shall 
be incorporated into construction 
contracts that include excavation or 
other earth work. Measures shall be 
enforceable.  

Occurs during and 
throughout all project 
construction. 
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Mitigation Measures 

Measure 
Responsible Party and 

Implementation Timing and Monitoring 
A qualified archaeologist meeting the Secretary of the Interior’s Professional Qualifications 
Standards shall be retained by the Port to evaluate the discovery and determine its 
significance pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5.  
If the resource is determined to be a Tribal Cultural Resource, the Port shall notify the 
appropriate California Native American Tribe(s) and engage in consultation in accordance 
with Assembly Bill 52. Consultation shall be conducted for the purpose of determining 
appropriate treatment measures, which may include avoidance, preservation in place, or 
other culturally appropriate measures identified in consultation with the Tribe(s).  
If human remains are discovered, the Ventura County Coroner shall be notified 
immediately in accordance with California Health and Safety Code Section 7050.5. If the 
Coroner determines that the remains are Native American, the Coroner shall notify the 
Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC), which shall designate a Most Likely 
Descendant (MLD). Treatment of the remains and any associated grave goods shall be 
carried out in accordance with the recommendations of the MLD pursuant to Public 
Resources Code Section 5097.98.  
Construction activities within the discovery area shall not resume until the evaluation is 
complete and any required treatment measures have been implemented.  

If an artifact is found, the District shall 
retain a qualified archaeologist to 
evaluate the find, and if the find is 
determined to be of cultural 
significance, the District shall notify 
Native American Tribes and the Office 
of Historic Preservation.  
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